
TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF LIBERTY 
120 NORTH MAIN STREET, LIBERTY, NY 12754 

 
Public Hearing  

2011 Community Development Block Grant Program 
May 2, 2011 
6:50 p.m. 

 
At a Public Hearing of the Town Board of the Town of Liberty held on May 2, 2011 at 
6:50 p.m. at Town Hall, 120 North Main Street, Liberty, New York to hear oral and 
written comments from concerned citizens regarding the 2011 Community Development 
Block Grant Program Application. 
 
Supervisor John Schmidt called the Public Hearing to order at 6:50 p.m. 
 
No one wished to be heard and no written comments were received. 
 
On a motion by Councilperson Chris Austin, seconded by Councilperson Thomas 
Hasbrouck, the Town Board adjourned the hearing at 6:59 p.m. 

 
TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF LIBERTY 

DEPARTMENT HEAD MEETING 
May 2, 2011 

 
At the Dept. Head Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Liberty held at 4:00 p.m. 
at Town Hall, 120 North Main Street, Liberty, New York, the following Town Board 
Members were present: 
 
Supervisor John Schmidt 
Councilperson Chris Austin 
Councilperson Thomas Hasbrouck 
Councilperson Lynn Killian 
Councilperson Maurice Gerry 
 
Recording Secretary:  
Town Clerk Laurie Dutcher  
 
Also present:  
Water & Sewer Supervisor Albert Picard 
Highway Superintendent Timothy Pellam 
Assessor Kathy Sprague 
Code Enforcement Officer Mark VanEtten 
Budget Coordinator Cheryl Gerow 
Deputy Town Clerk Sara Sprague 
 
After the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Schmidt called the meeting to order at 4:00 
p.m. 
 



RECOGNIZE DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
Assessor 

 911 data-base update 
 Pictures 
 Exemptions: Driving License, etc.  
 Destroying/updating files 

 
Information: 

 Friendship Baptist Church-filed the renewal on 4/21/2011 and the exemption has 
been reinstated (New Pastor: Rev. Harry Brown Jr.) 

 Filing the 2011 tentative assessment roll 4/29/2011 
 STAR certified value enhance STAR from 38,410 to 40,840; basic STAR from 

19,170 to 20,390) *(Both has a cap of 2% from last years savings) 
 Preparing for Grievance Day 

 
Otherwise business as usual 

 
Highway Superintendent 
 

 Received Estimate to repair floor in shop, waiting on another estimate (Will need 
to put out to bid) 

 Received estimate of $7,300 to seal parking lot 
 Ordered and received all drainage pipe for drainage work on Old Lily Pond Road 
 Black top plants have opened 
 Patching roads- town wide 

 Getting roads swept- town wide 
 Getting some ditching done but progress is slow due to rainfall amounts 
 Hauling in sand on rainy days-getting a lot hauled in  
 Servicing vehicles 
 $30,000-$40,000 worth of damage on East Mongaup Rd. 
 Has mtg. w/ Bernas on 5/3 

 
Water & Sewer 
 

 WSS Project-Ran into some problems with piping between valve vault and tank.          
 Need to make repairs under the tank and in the tank.  Kelly Engineering spoke to 

the contractor about this.  Also need to get Route 52-Worden Lane plans out for 
bid. 
 

 DEC Requirements for Stevensville Well 450 GPM pump-Received 1 quote from   
 

 Mark‟s Enterprise for $ 7,200 for testing equipment.  Called another company for 
a quote. 
 

 WSS Meter Program-Installing meters. Badger will be here 6/14 & 6/15 for 
training on radio reader.  Only installed new meters in WSS.  Approximately 90 
meters.  Need to find funding for purchase of more meters. 



 

 New truck has been ordered. 
 

 Hire a laborer to replace retired man. 
 

 Presidential Estates Pump Station-Looked at problems there with Kelly 
Engineering.  He is going to look into this project for the Town. 
 

 Barton & Loguidce want to take plant operator and anyone interested in a visit to 
an SBR plant and to look at some UV systems in other plants. 
 

 Roth well cleaning might have to wait until the end of summer due to 
construction of WSS well houses.  We are pumping both Roth & Sherwood right 
now but are unable to get 500 GPM out of the well field. 

 
Town Clerk 
 

 Sent letters to Fire Depts. & Museum regarding the donation of the voting 
machines 

 

 Have only heard back from the Museum stating they would like one 
 

 Mailed letters to all Adopt A Road participants advising them of the upcoming 
Town Clean-up & Litterpluck. 

 

 Filed Local Law #1 of 2011 “Zoning”  
 

 Received back from Dept of State. Filed as of 4/11/11 
 

 Turned in tax rolls to County  
 

 Tax collection down approx. 10% 
 All went well even w/ the sewer unit error 

 

 Young‟s Hill Sewer District Extension No. 2 
 

 Filed paperwork w/ NYS Comptroller 

 Mailed notices to all property owners in the District 
 Posted & Published Legal Notices 
 Received check from Randy Wasson in the amount of $2,928.08 

 
 Business as usual 

 
CEO 
 

 13 Building Permits  
 2 Closed Building Permits 
 19 Complaints 



 2 Closed Complaints 
 3 New Planning Board applications 
 2 Approved Planning Board applications 
 0 Zoning Board applications 
 0 Approved Zoning Board applications 

 
Park & Recreation 
 

 Doug Mootz ordered the cabinets and counter top for the Senior Center Kitchen.  
He‟ll be starting it soon. 

 

 Non Resident Day Camp Registration begins May 2nd.  As usual for the past 
couple of years, registration is going slow, but steady.   

 
 We are starting Swim Lesson Registration May 2nd at 6:00 pm. 

 

 We had to cancel the Easter Egg Hunt both on the regular date and the rain date 
due to the weather.  The Library still held the arts and crafts part of the event on 
the rain date because they were doing it inside at the Library. 

 

 We received our new mower this week which puts us at 3 mowers for the park.  
However, our older Ferris mower has engine problems.  When Andrew took it to 
Rogers Small Engines for its spring tune up the engine was knocking.  They tore 
the engine apart and the bearings are bad on the crank shaft.  They are a sealed 
bearing so they can not be replaced so it would need a new engine.   The cost to 
replace and install the new engine is $2100.00.  I looked up prices of engines on 
line and they run around $1800 - $1900.00 with out shipping or installation.  The 
rest of the mower is in good shape and Meg from Rogers Small Engine said it is 
definitely worth replacing.  I would like to replace the engine because if we have 
a mower break down it is nice to have a backup and it is our only mower that is 
set up with a mulching bag system which Meg says also costs around $2,000.  

 

 I discussed with the Park and Recreation Board about not holding the car show 
at the July 4th festival.  It is just too much for me to get it up and running at that 
time because of camp, swim lessons, and summer programs starting up at the 
same time.  Instead we want to hold a festival at the stage in the fall which 
would be an oldies theme with music, antique cars, and vendors.  I spoke to the 
Liberty Chamber of Commerce about it and told them if they find some one to 
take it over I can give them a hand in getting it up and running.  They were fine 
with that. 

 
 I met with a representative from BOCES regarding a grant that they received 

that was supported by the Town of Liberty Board.  Attached is the letter of 
support. I am currently working on trying to set up some programming for them.  
It is a 3 year grant where we provide recreational programming during the 
summer for the BOCES summer school students to attend.   

 
Court 



      March 2011  April 2011 

 V&T Received    703   406 
 V&T Appearances   319   223 
 Criminal Appearances   258   373 
 Ordinance Appearances  Included above 
 Civil Appearances   2   12 
 Total Fines Collected   $85,939.00  $47,209.50 
 Total Fines to Town of Liberty Not Available  Not Available 
 Total Fines to Village   Not Available  Not Available 

 
CDC 

Liberty Main Street Program: 
 17 projects (out of 27 applications) were selected by the review committee for 

funding. Pat Pomeroy and I met with all property owners to discuss the final 
grant amounts and initiate revisions to the work scopes. We also send the 
property sheets to SHPO for their review & input. Target is to close contracts for 
the 17 properties in May. Repeatedly, property owners voiced concerns about tax 
implications of their projects. These will need to be reviewed and addressed on a 
case-by-case basis. 

 
Liberty Little League: 

 CDC met with Little League representatives to talk about their desire to establish 
a full-scale Little League ballpark in Liberty. To be continued. 

 
Parksville: 

 Met with Parksville Priorities group to discuss and begin the application process. 
Application is under way, deadline is 4/26. Application amount will be approx. 
$360,000. 

 
Community Garden: 
 Began Year 2 of garden activities with clean-up and renewed Sullivan 

Renaissance application. Would like to expand into neighboring lot but no 
reaction from absentee landowner (Long Island…) All existing garden plots 
already „reserved‟ for this year. 

 

 Village WWTP: With engineers, preparing CDBG application to upgrade/replace 
back-up system for UV Radiation Disinfection system.  

 
 Village Revolving Loan Fund: 2 new loans, plus 7 „emergency loans‟.  

 
Finance  
 

 Attended GFOA conference in Albany from April 7-8th 
 

 Coordinated the installation of a new phone line and two new extensions in the 
Court 

 
 Assisted the Court with Village bookkeeping 



 Met with the State Comptrollers office concerning the audit on the Village of 
Liberty.  Advised them of Town procedures to familiarize themselves with our 
bookkeeping system as it should be the same for the Village 

 

 Began the processing for seasonal help within the Parks and Recreation 
Department (11 to date so far) 

 
 Communicated with Marshall and Sterling regarding one pending legal claim and 

two injuries 
 

 Assisted the Court and the Building Department with computer issues 

 Attended health insurance seminar presented by Marshall and Sterling 

 Began research on potential increases to the budget for a Townwide Police 
Department 

 

 All other daily responsibilities 

Dog Control Officer 

 Number of Dogs at Kennel        5 
 Number of dogs picked up     8 

 Number of dogs to Middletown  4 
 Dog Bites                   1 
 Mileage      1100 

 
 I met this month with Matt McNeil, representative for Mr. Allan Gerry.  Maurice 

attended the meeting with me, thank you Maurice.  I am hopeful this meeting 
will be the beginning of plans for a new kennel facility. 

 I have also spoken to Heinrich and he was extraordinarily helpful and is willing to 
assist me in order to start moving forward. We discussed a few ideas.   I will 
elaborate and discuss further with the Board once we have determined the 
direction in which we would like to go. 

 We have a great deal of support from other townships.  Fallsburg and Thompson 
have expressed interest in contracting with us for boarding of their dogs in the 
future.  I will keep the Board informed of our progress. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 

1. CDC Minutes from 4/6/2011 
2. Coalition of Watershed Towns Minutes 

 
RESOLUTION  NO    
   
LIMITING EXEMPTIONS FOR TAX EXEMPT PROPERTIES 
 
On a motion by Councilperson Lynn Killian, seconded by Supervisor John 
Schmidt,  
 



WHEREAS, Article 16, Section 1 of the New York State Constitution requires that 
religious, charitable and educational institutions be exempt from property taxation, but 
allows the Legislature to further define the parameters that will apply to such 
exemptions, and 
 
WHEREAS,  definitions need to be established which limit the ability to receive unlimited 
exemptions on land and structures not used exclusively for religious, charitable or 
educational purposes on a continuous year round basis, and 
 
WHEREAS, the courts in New York State have rendered decisions allowing exemptions 
on property “not exclusively” used for exempt purposes and in some cases, have 
allowed exemptions on property not used primarily for the exempt purpose, and 
 
WHEREAS, correcting the inequities can be accomplished by amendments to Section 
420-a of the Real Property Tax Law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Liberty requests the Governor 
and State Legislature to enact definitions which limit the exemptions received by exempt 
organizations to only that land and those structures used exclusively and continuously 
for exempt purposes and to further emphasize in the law that exemptions will be limited 
only to those portions of the property that are exclusively used for the exempt purpose 
and no exemption shall be granted unless it is so used. 
 
The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a roll call vote, 
resulting as follows: 
 

Supervisor John Schmidt  AYE 
Councilperson Maurice Gerry   AYE 
Councilperson Thomas Hasbrouck AYE 
Councilperson Lynn Killian  AYE 
Councilperson Chris Austin  AYE 

 
5 Ayes – Carried 
The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 
 
UNSAFE BLDG HEARING FOR 343 DAHLIA RD. LIVINGSTON MANOR, NY SBL 
#5.-1-50.2. 
 
Owner has applied for a demolition permit, therefore no action necessary at this time. 
 
RESOLUTION  NO    
   
UNSAFE BLDG. HEARING FOR 148-153 STANTON CORNERS RD., SWAN LAKE, NY SBL 
#46.-1.50 SET FOR 7/18/2011 @ 6:55 PM 
 
On a motion by Councilperson Lynn Killian, seconded by Councilperson Maurice 
Gerry, the Town Board does hereby set an Unsafe Bldg. Hearing for 148-153 Stanton 



Corners Rd., Swan Lake, NY SBL #46.-1-50 for 7/18/2011 at 6:55 p.m. at Town Hall, 
120 North Main Street, Liberty, NY.  
 
5 Ayes – Carried 
 
RESOLUTION  NO    
   
BID FOR PAVING OF THE PARKING LOTS NEXT TO PARK & REC SET FOR 5/18/11 
 
On a motion by Councilperson Lynn Killian, seconded by Councilperson Maurice 
Gerry, the Town Board does hereby schedule a bid opening on 5/18/11 at 11:00 a.m. 
at Town Hall, 120 North Main Street, Liberty, NY to receive and open bids for the paving 
of the Parking Lot next to Parks and Recreation. 
 
5 Ayes – Carried 
 
BID OPENING DATE FOR THE INSTALLATION OF WATER LINES AT RT 52 & WORDEN 
LANE IN  WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS 
 
Carried over until 5/16/11 mtg. 
 
RESOLUTION  NO    
   
APPROVAL TO PAY EMPIRE PROCESS SERVICE, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $80 
 
On a motion by Councilperson Lynn Killian, seconded by Councilperson Thomas 
Hasbrouck, the Town Board does hereby give approval to pay Empire Process Service, 
Inc. in the amount of $80.00. 
 
5 Ayes – Carried 
 
RESOLUTION  NO    
   
AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR TO SIGN CDBG GRANT APPLICATION TO APPLY FOR 
FUNDING FOR LOOMIS SEWER  
 
On a motion by Councilperson Lynn Killian, seconded by Councilperson Thomas 
Hasbrouck, the Town Board does hereby authorize the Supervisor to sign CDBG Grant 
to apply for funding for a rotating biological connector for the Loomis Sewer Plant. 
 
5 Ayes – Carried 
 
BOARD DISCUSSION 
 
Councilperson Lynn Killian 

 Nothing to report 
 
Councilperson Chris Austin 

 



 Happy w/ reports from Dept. Heads 
 Wanted to know the progress on the Senior Center kitchen 

Supervisor Schmidt advised that the cabinets had been ordered. 
 

Councilperson Thomas Hasbrouck 

 Nothing to report 
 
Councilperson Maurice Gerry 

 Nothing to report 
 
Supervisor John Schmidt 

 Advised the Board that he is getting quotes to repair the heating system at Town 
Hall.  

 
Attorney Kenneth Klein 

 Will draw up agreement regarding waterline being installed by Highway Dept. 
 Will draw up agreement for the use of the tennis courts in Swan Lake 

 
RESOLUTION  NO    
   
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
On a motion by Councilperson Thomas Hasbrouck, seconded by Councilperson 
Lynn Killian, the Town Board does hereby go into Executive Session at 4:57 p.m. to 
discuss potential litigation. 
 
5 Ayes – Carried 
 
RESOLUTION  NO    
   
OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
On a motion by Councilperson Lynn Killian, seconded by Councilperson Chris 
Austin, the Town Board does hereby come out of Executive Session at 5:17 p.m. 
 
5 Ayes – Carried 
 
A short discussion followed regarding the cost of a townwide police district. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
On a motion by Councilperson Chris Austin, seconded by Councilperson Lynn Killian, the 
Town Board does hereby adjourn the meeting at 5:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laurie Dutcher, Town Clerk 


