
TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF LIBERTY 
DEPARTMENT HEAD MEETING 

June 6, 2011 
 

At the Dept. Head Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Liberty held at 4:00 p.m. 
at Town Hall, 120 North Main Street, Liberty, New York, the following Town Board 
Members were present: 
 
Supervisor John Schmidt 
Councilperson Maurice Gerry 
Councilperson Chris Austin 
Councilperson Thomas Hasbrouck 
Councilperson Lynn Killian 
 
Recording Secretary:  
Budget & Accounting Coordinator Cheryl Gerow 
 
Also present:  
Water & Sewer Supervisor Albert Picard 
Deputy Highway Superintendent Kevin Austin 
Assessor Kathy Sprague 
Park & Recreation Director Brian Scardefield 
Code Enforcement Officer Mark VanEtten 
CDC Director Heinrich Strauch 
 
After the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Schmidt called the meeting to order at 4:00 
p.m. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

1. A letter from Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther regarding the resolution limiting 
tax exempt properties. 

 
RECOGNIZE DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
Assessor 
 
Ongoing and working on:  
 

 911 data-base update  
 

 Pictures  
 

 Exemptions: Driving License, etc.  
 

 Destroying/updating files  
 
Information:  
 



 Grievance Day is over, 150 complaints were recorded. The BAR has the 
adjourned hearing on Wednesday morning and should have my file completed 
for NexxLinx by the 15th (last year – 127; many more appraisals filed this year)  

 

 Sewer gas has been corrected  
 

 Many issues with the storm, phones; computers, etc.  
 

 Tentative equalization rate from 67.96% to 72.61%  
 

 Otherwise business as usual 
 

Highway Superintendent 
 

 Spring clean up went really, don‟t have the total tonnage yet. 
 

 Had 3 part timers work clean up to save on over time. 
 

 Unable to finish drainage on Cross hill due to weather. 
 

 Large amount of storm damage clean up-cutting up trees, clearing roads 
 

 Had to call in 2 guys on over time to clean up garbage dumped in the middle of 
Shore Road.  Pictures are attached. 

 

 Patching  
 

 Ditching. 
 

 Hiring new employee to fill vacant slot to begin July 1, 2011. 
 

 Summer help will be starting at the end of June. 
 
Water & Sewer 
 

 WSS project starting early April 

 Starting to change out meters in WSS. Removing remote and installing radio 

read. Training for hand held reader will be in June. 

 New truck ready to order need Board approval 

 Would like to hire a summer helper, if it works out would like to make that 

person a full time laborer. 

 WAS # for Stevensville Water District, have approval to pump @ 450 gpm need 

to do some monitoring during June, July and August (need a price to put in 

testing equip) 



 Roth Well cleaning, flushed out well and is online but only able to produce 480 

gpm would like to clean it out in the near future. 

 Terry Kelly Eng. is going to look into the problem at Presidential Estates Pump 

Station and get back to us about what can be done to get the rags out and make 

it safe for the operators to work in the pump station. 

 
Town Clerk 
 

 Currently attending a Records Management Conference in Vernon, NY. I have 

met with Linda Bull the Director of the NYS Records Management Dept. 

regarding writing a grant to laserfiche Assessment and Building records. 

 

 Contacted Liz Bradfield at Public Health Nursing regarding holding a rabies clinic 

in Liberty and was advised that the earliest would be November. Due to the 

overwhelming need I would like to hold a rabies clinic sponsored by the Town in 

July. We would do as we have in the past and charge a nominal fee. 

 

 Submitted updates to General Code. 

 

 Processed FOIL requests 

 

 Processed Health Insurance changes through NYBEAS 

 

 Updated personnel policy 

 

 Filed the Final Order for Extension No. 2 to the Young‟s Hill Sewer District with 

the Department of Audit and Control & the Sullivan County Clerk. Just waiting for 

proof of publication to send the final documents to Robert Smith at Hawkins & 

Delafield. 

 

 Business as usual 

 
CEO 

 26 Building Permits opened 



 6 Closed Building Permits 

 16 Complaints 

 2 Closed Complaints 

 3 New Planning Board applications 

 2 Approved Planning Board applications 

 0 Zoning Board applications 

 0 Approved Zoning Board applications 

Park & Recreation 
 

1. Doug Mootz is starting to replace the cabinets and counter tops in the Senior 
Center Kitchen on Friday June 3rd. 

 
2. Day Camp is full and swim lessons are almost full. 
   
3. Have been trying to keep up with the mowing at the parks.  The rain has been 

killing us. 
 

4. We are going to uncover the pool at the beginning of next week and get it ready 
for the season.  We will be opening no later than June 25th as long as we do not 
run in any major problems. 

 
5. John, Earl and I went and looked over the property that Orseck wants to swap 

with us because he found out his pool and buildings are on park property 
(Walnut Mountain) when he had it surveyed recently.  I spoke to the New York 
State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation because the park was 
funded with state and federal money back in the day.  They gave me a name of 
their Attorney for Ken Klein to speak with regarding the alienation and 
conversion of park land.   

 
6. Adam is currently setting up programs for the summer and getting everything 

ready for camp. 
 

7. Travis Johnson is completing an Eagle Scout Project at Hanofee Park.  He is 
fixing up the wet area of the trail at Hanofee Park, marking the trails, and 
building an information sign for the park.  Ryan Reinshagen is also completing 
an Eagle Scout Project at Hanofee Park.  He is fixing the split rail along the road 
and chipping underneath it.  He is also going to stain the pump house.    

 
8. Civil War re-enactors were supposed to start the bathrooms at Walnut on May 

14th but were rained out.  They are going to try and start them later this week.  
John ran temporary electric down to the bathrooms for them. 

 
9. I spoke with Heinrich and he said there is no progress on the skate park yet. 

 



10.   I ordered a new grill for the Outdoor Pavilion that got smashed when the tree 
fell on the pavilion last fall.  The Rotary Club said they would like to reimburse us 
for it. 

 
CDC 
 
Liberty Main Street Program: 
Continued work towards contracts with all 17 selected property owners: Finalized work 
scopes and followed up with SHPO. All but 4 of the projects received SHPO approval, for 
the remainder additional information is being collected.  
 
Village of Liberty CDBG grant: 
Completed application for Village of Liberty to upgrade/retrofit Village WWTP with new 
UV radiation disinfection Unit. Total budget $583k. 
 
County Micro-Enterprise program: 
Worked with County Planning, County Chamber & Sullivan Renaissance to prepare CDBG 
application for county-wide micro-enterprise program. Submission deadline is June 20 
 
Village Revolving Loan Fund: Prepared contracts and closed approved „Emergency Fund‟ 
loans (7 contracts @ $3k each, 2%, 1 Year) 
 
Together with Dean Farrand & Lynn Killian: Met with Open Space Institute 
representative to discuss & better understand information in OSI‟s recent Private Lands / 
Public Benefits report, and explore opportunities for Town & OSI to collaborate further. 
Follow-up with Zoning Committee scheduled for 6/16. 
 
DCO 

 Number of Dogs at Kennel   9 

 Number of Dogs picked up   26 

 Number of Dogs to Middletown  4 

 Dog Bites     1 

 Tickets issued     4 

 Dogs redeemed by owner    10 

 Dangerous Dog proceeding   2 

 Irresponsible Dog Owner proceeding  1 

 Adoptions     1 

 Mileage     1533 

 

This was the busiest month I have ever experienced in over 8 years in my position. 4 

dogs required veterinary care. The kennel remains at capacity. I have 2 dogs at the vet 



and one at my home. Redemptions and fines brought in several hundred dollars this 

month. 

 
Finance Director 
 

 Assisted the Court with bookkeeping in order to close out the accounts for the 
Village Court. 

 
 Continued the processing for seasonal help within the Parks and Recreation 

Department (18 for the month) 
 

 Discussed with the Town Justices and the Town Attorney the “Rider to the 
Intermunicipal Agreement between the Town and Village” and prepared a memo 
to the Village Board regarding changes. 

 

 Communicated with Marshall and Sterling regarding one pending legal claim and 
two injuries. 

 

 Communicated with Marshall and Sterling regarding the update to the Statement 
of Values.  Submitted updated list. 

 
 Met with Cooper and Niemann concerning the Village Court‟s bookkeeping. 

 
 Met with the Employee Relations Committee 

 

 Assisted in establishing network connections after power outage.  Required 
installation of new switch box. 

 
 Met with the ALIVE group, Liberty CDC and the Village of Liberty regarding the 

Parking Lot Grant 
 

 All other daily responsibilities 

 

Court 

      April 2011  May 2011 

 V&T Received    406   572 
 V&T Appearances   223   235 
 Criminal Appearances   373   626 
 Ordinance Appearances  35   9 
 Civil Appearances   12   24 
 Total Fines Collected   $47,209.50  $64,661.00 
 Total Fines to Town of Liberty $24,382.50  Not Available 
 Total Fines to Village   $0   Not Available 

 

 



RESOLUTION  NO   149-11 
   
KIMBERLEY RAYEVSKY. dba ROLLING RIVER CAFÉ BAR GALLERY GRANTED 30 DAY 
WAIVER FOR ON-PREMISES LIQUOR LICENSE 
 
Motion by Councilperson Thomas Hasbrouck, seconded by Councilperson 
Maurice Gerry, Councilperson Lynn Killian abstaining, the Town Board of the 
Town of Liberty does hereby have no objection to a renewal of an On-Premises Alcoholic 
Beverage License being granted to Kimberley Rayevsky dba Rolling River Café Bar 
Gallery located at 25 Cooley Rd., Parksville, New York and do hereby grant the 30 day 
waiver.  
 
4 AYES  - Carried 
1 Abstention – Councilperson Lynn Killian 
 

RESOLUTION  NO   150-11 
   
HANDGUNS NOT PERMITTED ON TOWN PROPERTY 
 
On a motion by Councilperson Chris Austin , seconded by Councilperson Lynn 
Killian, the Town Board does hereby advise all employees that handguns are not 
permitted to be on Town property, be in any vehicles located on Town property or be 
carried by any employee while on duty until a policy is put into effect and adopted by 
the Town Board. 
 
5 Ayes – Carried 
 

RESOLUTION  NO   151-11 
   
AUTHORIZING LOAN PROVISION TO DEFERRED COMPENSATION PROGRAM WITH 
NATIONWIDE RETIREMENT SOLUTIONS, NATIONWIDE FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. 
AND NATIONWIDE TRUST COMPANY OF COLUMBIA COUNTY‟S DEFERRED 
COMPENSATION PLAN 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Liberty has elected to make loans available to PARTICIPANTS 
and has delegated certain administrative duties regarding loans from the PLAN to the 
ADMINISTRATOR. 
 
WHEREAS, Any loan by the PLAN to a PARTICIPANT under this Section shall be subject 
to the loan administrative procedures established by Nationwide Retirement Solutions. 
 
WHEREAS,  the Town of Liberty has chosen to add loan provision to Deferred 
Compensation plan for the remaining period of current contract agreement which is due 
to expire on September 14, 2013; now, therefore, be it  
 
RESOLVED, that the Supervisor of the Town of Liberty, upon approval by the Town 
Board of Liberty, is authorized to execute the Loan Provision for the above referenced 



agreements with Nationwide Retirement Solutions, Nationwide Financial Services, Inc. 
and Nationwide Trust Company ending on September 14, 2013. 
 
5 AYES- Carried 
 
(4) Memo from CEO Mark VanEtten regarding property owned by Hyman 
Sommer located at 149 Cooley Rd. Parksville, NY. 
 
CEO received letter stating that Mr. Sommer had passed away and the family would like 
to give the property to the Town. 
 
CEO was informed that if the taxes were not paid it would then be turned over to the 
County. 
 
CEO VanEtten advised that it was currently under Unsafe Bldg. proceedings. Will call 
Attorney Garigliano to see where to go from here. 
 
(5) A letter from Albert Picard, Water and Sewer Supervisor, regarding a 
standpipe for a sprinkler system at the Yeshiva Kehilath Yakov on Rt. 55 in 
Swan Lake.  
 
No discussion 
 
(6) Email from Attorney Garigliano regarding the Legal Description and 
Drawing for the land proposed for the Junkyard location swap. 
 
Supervisor Schmidt will call. 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  152-11 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF JOB DESCRIPTIONS 
 
Motion by Councilperson Lynn Killian, seconded by Councilperson Thomas 
Hasbrouck, the Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby accept the job 
descriptions as presented by the finance department on  4/4/11. 
 
5 AYES- Carried 
 

RESOLUTION  NO   153-11 
   
RESCHEDULE JULY DEPT. HEAD MTG. 
 
On a motion by Councilperson Thomas Hasbrouck, seconded by Councilperson 
Lynn Killian, the Town Board does hereby reschedule the July Department Head 
Meeting to 7/11 at 4:00 p.m. at Town Hall, 120 North Main Street, Liberty, NY. 
 
5 Ayes – Carried 
 

 



RESOLUTION  NO   154-11 
   
SET JOINT MTG. W/ VILLAGE OF LIBERTY SUBJECT TO VILLAGE APPROVAL 
 
On a motion by Councilperson Thomas Hasbrouck, seconded by Councilperson 
Lynn Killian, the Town Board does hereby schedule a joint meeting with the Village of 
Liberty Board for 7/13/11 at 3:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 120 North Main Street, Liberty, NY, 
subject to Village Board approval. 
 
5 Ayes – Carried 
 
BOARD DISCUSSION 
 
Councilperson Lynn Killian 
 

 Wanted to know if Supervisor Schmidt sent Police Dept. letter 
 
Supervisor Schmidt advised that he had not. 
 
Councilperson Austin advised that he was working on a letter of his own to send w/ CC 
to the Town Board. 
 

 Liberty Chamber did excellent job on the Memorial Day Parade 
 

Councilperson Chris Austin 
 

 Asked Supervisor Schmidt if he had any prices on the air handling exchange. 
 
Supervisor Schmidt advised that he had a meeting w/ Erts the following day. 
 

 Advised that we should look into the future and how much money we want to 
put into Town Hall or if we should look into getting a new Town Hall. 

 
Councilperson Thomas Hasbrouck 
 

 Advised that the Town Cemetery is a disaster w/ trees down & stones knocked 
over.  

 
Finance Director Bertsch advised that he would get estimates to clean up cemetery. 
 
Councilperson Maurice Gerry 
 

 Nothing to report 
 
Supervisor John Schmidt 
 

 Received map on junkyard relocation 

 Looking for feedback 



ADJOURN 
 
On a motion by Councilperson Thomas Hasbrouck, seconded by Councilperson Lynn 
Killian, the Town Board does hereby adjourn the meeting at 5:47 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laurie Dutcher, Town Clerk 
 


