
TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF LIBERTY 
DEPARTMENT HEAD MEETING 

July 11, 2011 
 

At the Dept. Head Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Liberty held at 4:00 p.m. 
at Town Hall, 120 North Main Street, Liberty, New York, the following Town Board 
Members were present: 
 
Supervisor John Schmidt 
Councilperson Chris Austin 
Councilperson Thomas Hasbrouck 
Councilperson Lynn Killian 
 
Absent: Councilperson Maurice Gerry 
 
Recording Secretary:  
Town Clerk Laurie Dutcher 
 
Also present:  
Water & Sewer Supervisor Albert Picard 
Deputy Highway Superintendent Kevin Austin 
Assessor Kathy Sprague 
Park & Recreation Director Brian Scardefield 
Code Enforcement Officer Mark VanEtten 
 
After the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Schmidt called the meeting to order at 4:00 
p.m. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 

1. Correspondence regarding the newly enacted Marriage Equality Act. 

2. Coalition of Watershed Towns meeting minutes for 4/18/2011 & 5/16/2011. 

3. A newspaper article regarding the back taxes being paid on the Beaumont 

Estates on Rt. 52 and the intent to build housing for the homeless vets. 

4. A notice of public hearing from the Bethel Planning Board for a Special Use 

Permit and Site Plan Approval to construct a wireless telecommunications facility  

at 31 Eagle Drive, Bethel (Swan Lake), NY (Swan Lake Golf & country Club). 

 
RECOGNIZE DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
Assessor 
 
Ongoing and working on:  
 



 911 data-base update  
 Pictures  
 Exemptions: Driving License, etc.  
 Destroying/updating files  

 
Information:  
 

 Request for counsel if needed for SCAR’s  
 Filed the final assessment roll on 7/1 
 Will be working on upcoming litigation  

 Working on 2012 assessment roll, field work etc. 
 Sending out letters to property owners who will be turning 65 for the enhanced 

STAR exemption upgrade from the Basic STAR exemption upgrade from the 
Basic STAR (as a courtesy) 

 

 Otherwise business as usual 
 

Highway Superintendent 
 

2 Floods in 2 weeks 
 
We have had to use 1500 tons of crusher run, which was purchased as base 
material to pave roads, to make repairs from flood damage.  Total cost of 
material $19,500.00 
 
Damaged Roads include:  Budnick Rd., Youngs Hill Rd., Golub Hill, Okeefe Hill, 
East Mongaup Rd., Castle Hill Rd., Corrigan Rd., Scheibe Rd., Loomis Rd., 
Mineral Springs Rd., Menderis Rd., Hector Rd. 
 
Have had to borrow the Village grader to help with flood damage. 
 
Have had to work overtime due to floods. 
 
Hoping to get flood damage repairs done so we can get back to a regular 
schedule and get paving done. 
 
Roads to be paved (providing weather cooperates):  Castle Hill Rd., Hy Sa Na 
Rd., East Mongaup Rd., and sections of Twin Bridge Rd. 

 
Summer help are out patching 
 
On July 6 a Mine Safety Inspector visited gravel bank, spending four hours going 
over gravel bank and records.  Found three violations:  written workplace 
examination record not found, reverse signal on loader at gravel bank not 
working, parking brake on loader not working. 
 



Water & Sewer 
 

1. W.S.S. Well house project- very slow 
2. W.S.S. Pipe job- to start soon 
3. Presidential Estates Pump Station- In Terry Kelly’s hands 
4. Stevensville Well #4-Equipment has been installed, also installed new 

meter 
5. Badger meter training-went well, need more meters 
6. Loomis WWTF-upgrade to metering-have 2 quotes 
7. NY Rural water will help do I & I in Loomis sewer with Kelly Engineering 
8. Camps are open for the season 
9. Took Lynn Killian on a tour of our various facilities 
10. Any other topics that may arise prior to meeting 

 
Councilperson Lynn Killian advised that she would like Terry Kelly to work a little 
faster on Presidential Estates. 
 
Town Clerk 
 

 Attended Records Management conference in Verona, NY on 6/5-6/8. Met 
a lot of new people and got a lot of ideas. 

 

 Attended the Town Clerk’s Monthly Mtg. in Middletown on 6/15 where the 
guest speaker was from the Office of Court Administration and focused 
primarily on records retention.  

 

 Working in the records room w/ Cheryl. Revised a new numbering system 
to make numbering and storing easier. Going through old boxes of 
records and trying to weed out what has met its retention period. A very 
slow process. 

 

 Working on getting quotes to have microfilm digitized. Also trying to get 
quotes regarding laserfiche for Town Hall records that have permanent 
retention periods. 

 
 Would like to have a meeting w/ Dept. Heads regarding their needs for 

record storage and to see what options are available. 
 

 Set up Rabies Clinic to be held on 7/12 at the Liberty Fire Dept.  
 

 Received abstract of settlement from County Treasurer. Will have report 
for the 7/18 mtg. 

 
 Business as usual 

 



CEO 

 22 Building Permits opened 

 10 Closed Building Permits 

 12 Complaints 

 1 Closed Complaints 

 1 New Planning Board applications 

 0 Approved Planning Board applications 

 0 Zoning Board applications 

 0 Approved Zoning Board applications 

 7 Operating Permits / Fire Inspections  

 

CEO VanEtten wanted to add that the Operating / Fire Inspections take him one full day 

and two days of data entry. 

 

Park & Recreation 
 

1. Day Camp is up and running and is going great.  We have a full camp. 
   
2. The pool start up went well.  No major problems.  Swim lessons started. 

 
 3.  We haven’t heard too many complaints about not having boats at 
 Hanofee. 

 
4.  The main water line coming to the Park and Rec. building from the road 

broke.  Ertz had to dig it up and replace it.  It was plastic pipe and they 
replaced it with copper.  I would like to thank Tim Pellam for bringing 
crusher run and sand when we needed and for getting the old dirt cleaned 
up in the parking lot.  Ken and his crew from the Village were also very 
helpful making sure we had water throughout the time and helping find 
the break. 

 
5.   John Ballard, Park and Recreation Board Chairman called the State Police 

on July 6th because he lives right next to Walnut Mountain Park and 
around 10:00 pm there was a group of teenagers setting off a whole 
fireworks display on the ball field. 

 
6. Joel from Immaculate Concepts ran the July 4th Car Show this year for the 

Chamber.  I helped him get ready for it. 
 



7. Maureen set up to have the Senior Center floors polished.  They came out 
really good.  The center looks really good now with the floors and new 
kitchen. 

8. Working w/ Heinrich to have a bike show for the children and give ribbons 
out. 

9. Bathrooms at Walnut Mt. are framed up. 
10. Rotary Club reimbursed Park & Rec $700 for a grill that was damaged 

from a tree falling on it. 
11. Swing Shift orchestra will be in the Park on Main St. on 7/29. 

 
CDC 
 
No report submitted 
 
DCO 

 Number of Dogs at Kennel   9 

 Number of Dogs picked up   15 

 Number of Dogs to Middletown  5 

 Number of Dogs to SPCA   3 dogs 15 puppies 

 Dog Bites     1 

 Tickets issued     0 

 Dogs redeemed by owner    0 

 Dangerous Dog proceeding   0 

 Irresponsible Dog Owner proceeding  0 

 Adoptions     0 

 Mileage     1200 

 

Cheryl and I have been working to try to get the County balanced from last year. 

Supervisor Schmidt spoke w/ Dick Martinkovic and was told the balance would be paid.  

Approximately $350 is owed from last year and $600 from this year. 

 
Finance Director 
 

1. Communicated with Cornerstone Telephone Company regarding phone 
issues (Four separate issues this month) 

 
2. Contacted and summarized towing law from the Town of Thompson, 

Town of Mamakating, Village of Liberty and Town of Liberty for the Town 
Board 

 



3. Finished processing of seasonal employees for Parks and Recreations 
which included notifying the State of a new hires and registering them 
with the Retirement System (35 total)  

 
4. Communicated with the NYS Dormitory Authority and met with Jeremy  
      Gorelick regarding the parking lot grant. 
 
Finance Director Bertsch advised that they had re-submitted the application. 
He advised that $2,000 would be taken out for trees. 
 
5.  Met with the Employee Relations Committee 
 
6.  Drafted proposed legal notice for sale of Loomis Properties.    
     Communicated with Harold Roeder, Appraiser, concerning these  
     properties  
 
Finance Director Bertsch advised that the value of Loomis Sewer went down 
and the water cannot be taken because zoning restrictions. 
 
7.  All other daily responsibilities 

 

Court 

 V&T Received    407 
 V&T Appearances   195   

 Criminal Appearances   669    
 Ordinance Appearances  11    
 Civil Appearances   28    
 Total Fines Collected   $69,345.00  
 Total Fines to Town of Liberty Not available   
 Total Fines to Village   Not available    

 

Sean Zigmund 

Mr. Zigmund addressed the board regarding flooding occurring on his property located 

on Mineral Springs Rd. 

 

Steve Sochinski 

Mr. Sochinski addressed the board regarding water issues on his property located on 

Highview Acres in Parksville. 

 

(1) RESOLUTION NO  164-11  
 



AWARD OF BID FOR THE WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS WATER DISTRICT 
IMPROVEMENTS CONTRACT #2 TO HOWARD OSTERHOUDT 
 
Motion by Councilperson Chris Austin, seconded by Councilperson Lynn Killian 
the Town Board does hereby award the base bid for the White Sulphur Springs Water 
District Improvements Contract #2 to Howard Osterhoudt in the amount of $277,772 
and do hereby reject the Alternate bid. 
 
4 AYES Carried 
1 Absent – Councilperson Maurice Gerry 
 
(2) RESOLUTION NO  165-11  
 
BID OPENING SCHEDULED FOR 7/28/11 FOR TOWN HALL HEATING SYSTEM 
MODIFICATIONS  
 
Motion by Councilperson Thomas Hasbrouck, seconded by Councilperson Chris 
Austin the Town Board does set a bid opening on 7/28/11 at 11:00 a.m. at Town Hall, 
120 North Main Street, Liberty, NY to receive bids for the Town Hall Heating System 
Modifications. 
 
4 AYES Carried 
1 Absent – Councilperson Maurice Gerry 
 

(3) Request by Rally New York, Ltd. For a special use permit to close certain 

highways in the Town of Liberty for International Rally New York on October 22-
23, 2011. Tabled (Until next mtg. waiting on 3 letters from residents of the 
proposed roads) 
 

(4) RESOLUTION  NO    
   
INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW #2 OF 2011 TO AMEND THE ZONING LAW RELATING TO 
THE PROHIBITION OF NEW JUNKYARDS 
 
(5) RESOLUTION NO   
 
APPROVAL OF SPECIFICATIONS  
 
Motion by Councilperson Chris Austin, seconded by Councilperson Lynn Killian 
the Town Board does hereby award the base bid for the White Sulphur Springs Water 
District Improvements Contract #2 to Howard Osterhoudt in the amount of $277,772 
and do hereby reject the Alternate bid. 
 
4 AYES Carried 
1 Absent – Councilperson Maurice Gerry 
 
(6) Notification from Brian P. Rourke that his firm has been retained to represent 1885 
Route 52 LLC and has applied to be annexed into the Village of Liberty. 



 
(7) RESOLUTION NO.   
 
JOINT MTG. W/ VILLAGE OF LIBERTY 8/29/11 AT 4:00 P.M. 
 
Motion by Councilperson Lynn Killian, seconded by Councilperson Chris Austin, 
the Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby schedule a joint meeting with the 
Village of Liberty on 8/29/11 at Town Hall, 120 North Main Street, Liberty, NY. 
 
4 AYES Carried 
1 Absent – Councilperson Maurice Gerry 
 

(8) Memo from the Finance Office regarding changes requested by the 
employees Relations Committee: 
 

1. Change step 5 on the salary schedule from 20+ years to 20-24 years and add a step 6 

(25-29 years) and a step 7 (30-34). This change would add a $1,500 salary step increase 

for those employees who reach 25 and 30 years of service with the Town. 

 

2. Add the following to the Personnel Policy under Section13- Unused Sick Time: 

“Any employee who has ten (10) or more years of service may at their option, cash in up 

to 50% of their unused sick time. Requests must be made by September 1
st
 with an 

approximate payout date for the following year. In the event of an emergency, the Town 

Board may approve such request without proper notice.” 

 
TABLED 
  
RESOLUTION NO.   
 
APPROVAL FOR HWY DEPT. TO RENT MOWER FOR ONE (1) MONTH AT A COST OF 
$6,000 
 
On a motion by Councilperson Lynn Killian, seconded by Councilperson Thomas 
Hasbrouck, the Town Board does authorize the (1) one rental of a mower for the 
Highway Department at a cost of $6,000. 
 
4 AYES Carried 
1 Absent – Councilperson Maurice Gerry 
 
BOARD DISCUSSION 
 
Councilperson Lynn Killian 
 

 Inquired about the Swan Lake Street Lights. Advised that if Neversink Electric 
cannot do it we will have to get someone else. 

 
 

 



Councilperson Chris Austin 
 

 Advised that the Delaney Group was only working during the day. 
 
Councilperson Thomas Hasbrouck 
 

 Advised that the State closed TOLVAC due to major financial problems and drug 
records, etc. Suggested we have Albee Bockman come to a meeting.  

 
Councilperson Maurice Gerry 
 

 Nothing to report 
 
Supervisor John Schmidt 
 

 Nothing to report 
  

ADJOURN 
 
On a motion by Councilperson Thomas Hasbrouck, seconded by Councilperson Lynn 
Killian, the Town Board does hereby adjourn the meeting at 5:48 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laurie Dutcher, Town Clerk 
 


