
TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF LIBERTY 
DEPARTMENT HEAD MEETING 

October 4, 2010 
 

At the Dept. Head Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Liberty held at 4:00 p.m. 
at Town Hall, 120 North Main Street, Liberty, New York, the following Town Board 
Members were present: 
 
Supervisor John Schmidt 
Councilperson Chris Austin 
Councilperson Maurice Gerry 
Councilperson Thomas Hasbrouck 
Councilperson Lynn Killian 
 
Recording Secretary:  
Town Clerk Laurie Dutcher  
 
Also present:  
Town Attorney Ken Klein 
Deputy Highway Superintendent John Lennon 
Water & Sewer Supervisor Albert Picard 
Assessor Kathy Sprague 
Parks & Recreation Director Brian Scardefield 
Budget Coordinator Cheryl Gerow 
Deputy Town Clerk Sara Sprague 
Confidential Secretary Maureen Barber 
CDC Director Heinrich Strauch 
 
After the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Schmidt called the meeting to order at 4:00 
p.m. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
The following letter was submitted at the meeting by Water & Sewer Chief Albert Picard: 
 

STATE OF NEW YORK 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
Monticello District Office 
50 North Street, Suite 2 Monticello, New York 12701-1711 (845) 794-2045 Fax (845) 794-3165 
Richard F. Daines, M.D. James W. Clyne, Jr. 
Commissioner Executive Deputy Commissioner 
 
September 24,2010 
 
Albert Picard 
120 North Main Street 
Liberty, NY 12754 
Re: Community Water Supply Inspections 
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Stevensville WD INY52 I 1831 
White Sulphur Springs WD / NY5203347 
 
Dear Mr. Picard, 
On September 14,2010, inspections were conducted on the water supplies serving the 
above referenced water districts to determine compliance with Part 5 of the New York State 
Sanitary Code. The inspections revealed the following; 
 
White Sulphur Springs WD 
The White Sulphur Springs Water District includes two ground water sources located off 
Shore Road. The primary source delivering water to the system is Well-2. Well-l is not normally 
used, but available as an auxiliary source. The water district currently has about 170 service 
connections and typical consumption is 35,000-45,000 gallons per day. 
Treatment is provided at each well house location and consists of disinfection with 
sodium hypochlorite and corrosion control using orthophosphate. Finished water storage is 
provided by a 300,000 gallon standpipe located on White Sulphur Springs Road. 
The well house buildings enclosing both wells are planned for replacement within the 
next 12 months. The replacement buildings will be constructed with floor elevations above the 
base flood elevation reducing vulnerability to flood water inundation. 
Collection of untreated water samples for compliance with Ground Water Rule 
"Triggered Monitoring" requirements is not possible without disabling disinfection and 
thoroughly purging the water column in the well. The chlorine injection point should be 
relocated outside the well casing to better facilitate raw water sampling. 
At the time of inspection, the free chlorine residual measured at the White Sulphur 
Springs Inn was 1.0 mg/L. 
Stevensville WD 
The water sources for the Stevensville Water District are located in the Stevensville Well 
Field and the Sherwood Well Field. The Sherwood Well (Well-6) located in the Sherwood Well 
Field and Well-4 located in the Stevensville Well Field are currently the primary sources 
delivering water to the system. The Roth Well (Well-5) and the Sherwood Well (Well-6) are 
constructed to an approximate depth of 57 ft. with 53 ft. of 12 inch diameter steel casing. The two 
wells are located within 25 f1. of one another and normally operate on an alternating pump cycle. 
The Roth Well is currently offline and requires redevelopment due to formation of iron bacteria 
on the wellscreen.Well-4 is a caisson well approximately 9 ft. in diameter and 35 feet deep. 
Orthophosphate corrosion control is injected directly into the well. 
The remaining wells in the Stevensville Well Field (Well-l and Well-3) serve as 
auxiliary sources and were not in service at the time of inspection. Well-2 is inactive and 
currently not approved for use. The sources delivering water from the Stevensville Well Field are 
connected to a treatment plant where disinfection is provided using sodium hypochlorite. This 
water also receives treatment with caustic soda for pH adjustment. The treatment for the Roth and 
Sherwood Wells consists of disinfection with sodium hypochlorite and corrosion control with 
orthophosphate. The Roth/Sherwood Treatment Plant includes (4) 5000 gallon atmospheric 
storage tanks which provide contact time prior to pumping to distribution via two alternating 75 
HP booster pumps. The facility also includes one 25 HP boster pump to supply an emergency 
backup connection to the White Sulphur Springs WD. 
Emergency backup power for the Roth/Sherwood Treatment Plant is provided by a 200 kW 
diesel generator. 
Additional finished water storage is provided by a 500,000 gallon standpipe located at the 
end of Water Tower Road (T.R. No. 128). 
During the inspection, the chlorine residual measured in a water sample collected 
from a kitchen sink at the Wastewater Treatment Plant (Swan Lake) was 1.1 mg/L. 
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Although not discussed during the inspection, the Sherwood Well and the Roth Well need 
to be evaluated for ground water under the direct influence (GWUDI) of surface water. For this 
evaluation, the system has the option of either performing one year of monthly raw water 
coliform monitoring or moving directly into a "Detailed Evaluation Phase". Any raw water 
sample that is E. coli positive would require the system to perform a Detailed Evaluation. 
Conversely, once one year of satisfactory monthly raw water samples are obtained, the source 
can be designated as not being under the direct influence of surface water. Please provide written 
notice to this office within 60 days indicating how you intend to proceed with this evaluation. 
In closing, I would like to thank you and your staff for your efforts in protecting the 
public health and operating the your water systems in accordance with Part 5 of the State 
Sanitary Code. 
For your records I've enclosed copies of the Water System Field Compliance Reporr DOH- 
4234 (02/06) for each system. Also enclosed is an updated copy of Form DOH-358 
"Reporting Emergency Changes in Public Water Systems". Please post this in a conspicuous 
location in your office area. 
We appreciate your cooperation and courtesy during these inspections, and if you have 
any questions concerning the above, please contact me at (845) 794-2045. 
If you have any questions, please contact this office at 845-794-2045. 
Glenn D. IIIing, P.E. 
Public Health Engineer 2 
 
Brenda Parks of Time Warner (Councilperson Chris Austin abstains from any and 
all discussion regarding Time Warner) 
 
Ms. Parks advised the Board of the Franchise fees they are currently receiving are 3% 
and the Town has the option to receive up to 5%.  
 
Thomas Sprague 
 
Gave a presentation regarding Badger Meters for the Water and Sewer Dept.  
 
Water & Sewer Chief Albert Picard advised that he that he doesn’t want to buy outdated 
meters that he will have a hard time replacing parts on.  He advised that he would like 
to start a pilot program in WSS which has 177 meters that all have the same size heads. 
The cost estimate is approximately $42,000. Mr. Picard advised that the Village has the 
same meters and the entire Village will be changed over in ten years. Mr. Picard advised 
that there are currently 1,000 meters in the Town and a person has to go out with a 150 
page book and read all the meters and that on a rainy or windy day it makes it very 
difficult. 
 
Damon Sabatini 
 
Submitted the following letter to the Town Board: 
 
October 3, 2010 
 
Dear Board: 
1am writing this letter in regards to a issue 1fmd very disturbing and unsettling. As the owner of a construction 
company, Town of Liberty taxpayer and trying to make a living here in Sullivan County, which as all of you 
know is hard 
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to begin with, 1found it very upsetting when 1pulled into one of my customer's homes on Elko Lake, in the 
Town of Rockland, last Tuesday at approximately 11 :00 am, to find a Town of Liberty work truck and two men 
talking to the owner of the home. 1got out of my truck to speak with the owner and he informed me that the men 
were staking out the job that 1 had given a proposal on the week prior. My customer asked me if I knew the men 
and 1 did not personally know them, but the owner proceeded to tell me that one of the men was John Lennen 
(sp?). A tall gentleman with white hair, he also advised me that they were doing some digging around his house 
and he had changed his mind on the deck that 1 bid for $14,000.00, which is not a substantial amount of money, 
but a nice job. He advised me that the men were staking out a smaller version of the deck and because they were 
doing the digging (I also own equipment and am able to perform this work also) he was going to have them do 
the entire job. 1am not upset that someone else got the job, 1 bid daily against other contractors and in fact have a 
great relationship with many other local contractors, it's the name of the game, but what is disturbing is that Mr. 
Lennen (sp?) Was bidding on a job in the Town of Rockland on work time not to mention in a Town of Liberty 
owned vehicle. When 1left the "jobsite" 1called the Town of Liberty and asked to personally speak with Mr. 
Lennen, but was advised that although it was a scheduled work day for him, he was out of the office at the 
present time.1find it absolutely disturbing and wrong that the taxpayers dollars are being wasted and that 
employees of the town are out taking work from local contractors. If Mr. Lennen would like to switch jobs with 
me, 1would be more then happy to have his salary and health benefits. What is even more disturbing is the 
condition that so many of our roads are in, in the Town of Liberty, yet the Town employees have free time to 
take company vehicles out of the Town of Liberty and do personal things on taxpayers dollars. With all this extra 
time on their hands maybe they should be cleaning all the ditches to prevent flooding and road erosion. 1strongly 
feel that someone should oversee the Highway Department to prevent this kind of stuff from happening. This 
was just one incident and 1am sure it is not the first and won't be the last and its all at taxpayers expense. 1could 
write you a personal list that would keep the Town of Liberty busy for months just starting with my road. 
In closing, maybe Mr. Lennen should reimburse the Town for the gas he used to travel to the Town of Rockland 
and for the time he spent doing personal business. 1also think that this matter should be looked into further and 
believe if its being done by people in Mr. Lennen's position, then it is probably a chain effect that is being done 
by people under him as well and I am sure a ton of taxpayer money is being wasted daily. I would also like to 
personally thank Mr. John Schmidt for his quick response to my telephone call regarding this matter. I would 
also be more then happy to lend my years of construction and Management experience to help in any manner 
possible. 
Thank you. 
 
DAMON SABATINI 
S & W CONSTRUCTION 
  
RECOGNIZE THE DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
ASSESSOR 

• Handed out spread sheets outlining all the court cases 
• There have been law changes which will cap the Basic STAR 
• Schools are not getting 100% of STAR aid 
• State is offering re-assessment aid 
• Working on 2011 assessment roll  

 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT 

• No major washouts with the rain 
• Sand is all hauled in 
• 1 ½ miles yet to pave if mother nature cooperates 
• Snow stops will be installed next week 
• Business as usual 

 
WATER & SEWER 

• Letter was answered to John Sansalone by Terry Kelly advising that the Town is 
financially stressed and were looking at ways to make the improvements. 
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• WSS grant is in the works, Terry Kelly has the specs. 
• Stevensville Well house WAS # will be put on hold until after the budget. Does 

have 2 other quotes. 
• Sherwood Well same thing 
• Loomis / Rt. 52 Interconnect are pumping water. Bernas moved out and hasn’t 

yet finished. Still have money which the Town is holding. 
• Need to look into the meter program for the future. 
 

PARKS & RECREATION 
• Miller Tree Service cut down the rest of the tree that fell on the out building at 

Hanofee Park. The roof damage was $1,200 and the barbecue damage was $780 
waiting to hear from the insurance company. 

• The Parks are closed for the season. 
• Chuck Young and friends would like to frame up the bathrooms at Walnut Mt. 

Park this fall. 
• The fall programs are up and going. 
• The Halloween Parade will be on 10/30 with a rain date of 10/31. 
• Pee Wee Football is going good. 
• Has 30 old picnic tables not in very good condition that he would like to declare 

surplus equipment. 
•  

The Board advised the Park & Rec. Director to junk the really bad ones and to contact 
churches, fire depts., etc for the rest to see if they are interested and just donate them. 
 
DCO 

• 97 Calls 
• 4 dogs @ kennel 
• 1 dangerous dog proceeding 
• 3 tickets issued 
• 8 dogs seized 
• Wrote the local law for Dog Licensing and gave to the Town Attorney for review 

 
CDC 

• Advised the Board that the discrepancy w/ the American Ramp Co. is the 6 
inches of stone which they think is the Town’s responsibility. Attorney Klein and 
Town Engineer Terry Kelly think it is the American Ramp Co.’s responsibility. 

• Is still looking into the missing C-Cap grant in the amount of $50,000 through 
the Golden Feather for the parking lots. 

 
TOWN CLERK / TAX COLLECTOR 

• Advised that she had filed the bond documents for the improvements to the 
Loomis Water District w/ both Hawkins & Delafield and the County Clerk. 

• Found that the skatepark has a bid bond in the amount of $5,567.10 
• Gave all the Agriculture & Farmland Protection Plan papers to the Supervisor’s 

secretary who will be personally delivering to the County. Also sent the required 
documents to the DEC and submitted the 239 review. Need to wait the required 
30 days and then will set a public hearing. 

• Has had 7 meetings in a little over 2 weeks very busy with minutes 
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• Business as usual 
 
The Water & Sewer Chief advised the Board that the Catskill Motel wants to hook into 
the Young’s Hill Sewer as an outside user. The Board advised Mr. Picard that Mr. 
Wasson and the homeowner should come to the next meeting. 
 
RESOLUTION NO  
 
SEQR FOR THE WHITE SULPHUR SPRIN GS WATER DISTRICT IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Motion by Councilperson Thomas Hasbrouck, seconded by Councilperson 
Maurice Gerry, the Town Board does hereby adopt the following resolution: 
 
RESOLVED: that the Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby declare itself as 
lead agency for the SEQR; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the improvements have been determined to be an 
unlisted action in accordance with the regulations promulgated pursuant to the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby 
accept the Short Environmental Assessment for the White Sulphur Springs Water District 
Improvements; and   
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby 
accept the Short Environmental Assessment as prepared by the Town Engineer and do 
hereby approve a Negative Declaration.  
 
5 AYES  - Carried 
 
BOARD DISCUSSION 
 
No one had anything to report 
 
BUSINESS 
 

1. Discussion regarding limited use of salt on Town Roads.  
 

 Highway Superintendent Pellam will submit a list of potential roads at the 
next Dept. Head Mtg. 

 
2. Schedule a meeting with Attorney Walter Garigliano 

 
 The Supervisor’s secretary will find out his availability and let the board 

know. 
 

3. Discussion regarding job descriptions. 
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 Will work on after the budget is completed. 
 

ADJOURN 
 
On a motion by Chris Austin, seconded by Councilperson Maurice Gerry, the Town Board 
does hereby adjourn the meeting at 5:51 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Laurie Dutcher, Town Clerk 
 


