
 

TOWN OF LIBERTY 
PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 

July 10, 2012 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT      ABSENT 
Lynn Dowe, Chairman     Vincent McPhillips 
Ray Kelly      Lydia Rolle, Alternate 
John Van Etten 
Denise Birmingham 
Peter Stettner, Alternate 
 
ALSO PRESENT 
Walter F. Garigliano, Town Attorney 

Mark Van Etten, Building CEO 
See attached sign in sheet 

 
CHAIRMAN LYNN DOWE CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 7:05 PM. 
 
ON MOTION MADE BY JOHN VAN ETTEN AND SECONDED BY RAY KELLY, THE BOARD 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED THE MINUTES FOR JUNE 19, 2012 WITH TWO CORRECTIONS.  ALL 
IN FAVOR, APPROVED.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 

Ben Weitsman & Son of Liberty, LLC 
Special Use Permit 

Sheehan Road 
SBL: 13-1-7.1, 13-1-7.2, 18-1-31 & 18-1-36.2 

Zone:  IC #2011-0021 
 

PLANNING BOARD MEMBER JOHN VAN ETTEN RECUSED HIMSELF FROM THIS DISCUSSION AS 
HE OWNS A PROPERTY WITHIN 500 FEET OF THE APPLICANT PROJECT.  MEMBER DENISE 
BIRMINGHAM RECUSED HERSELF BECAUSE SHE DID SURVEY WORK FOR THE PROPERTY OWNER 
ON THE SUBJECT PREMISES IN THE PAST. 

 
Fifteen hearing notices were sent, 13 green cards received, 2 outstanding.  
 
Chairman Dowe asked if there was anyone from the public who had any questions or 
comments. 
 
Jeffrey Cohen read to the Board his comments, giving a copy of same to the Secretary.  They are 
attached at the end of the minutes. 
 
Dan Ratner spoke saying he has lived there over 35 years and has been present at the Town 
Board meetings on this project and many questions were answered as things have been 
presented and prepared.  He said that Sullivan County has had many changes, he remembers 
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skiing and Liberty having five (5) shoe stores, and even the Chamber of Commerce has changed.  
He also said he remembers seeing tractor/trailers going back and forth on Sheehan Road in the 
past.  He said we need large businesses to come and help the tax base, not carpetbaggers that 
come, say they’re going to do a lot, then leave.  He believes Weitsman is a valuable business 
and the Town should welcome them, give them a chance. 
Brad Burnet of Ironic spoke saying that it took him many months to go through the process and 
he needed to have a site plan.  He said he also has a place in Cuddebackville and that he knows 
there is not that much scrap available, it is at an all time low.  The Town doesn’t need more 
scrap yards.  Mr. Burnet said he believed the Town slid Zalkin through, and that Zalkin stayed in 
business, easing out and now his license is being moved to a new site.  He said as for his own 
business when he wants to take in copper or brass, he is asked if he has ever taken in copper or 
brass before and proves it with affidavits.  Same thing with tin, he has to prove his previous 
experience with tin with affidavits.   
 
John Nichols spoke.  He said that this project will provide jobs and tax revenue not seen in 
many years.  Plus spin off jobs.  He said that this owner runs a clean business and that he knows 
some Board members went to the owner’s other sites to see his operations.  He said the Town 
citizens can’t keep every project out, that we can’t afford to do that anymore.  The Town 
citizens should consider this as positive. 
 
Charlie Barbuti spoke saying that he was confident the Planning Board would act in the interest 
of the Town and abide by the rules.  The rules don’t change just because someone doesn’t like 
the rule.  He said he looked through the project and it was hard to find something not positive.  
He said he can’t get into bad debt debates at this meeting, but that strip of land is only good for 
IC, no houses would be built there.  It would be easy for the truck to get to without going 
through the village as the ramp from 17/86 is right there.  He said as for noise level, just 
stepping outside his business door on South Main Street – the noise is deafening and that’s in 
the Village.  As far as the Comprehensive Plan, he likened it to the Bible where you can always 
find what you need to make your point.  He said on page 12 #10 one of the objectives was to 
increase tax rateables.  On page 16 one of the tasks was to reduce garbage and increase 
recycling opportunities.   He said he had confidence in the Planning Board to keep the Town’s 
interest in mind as it reviewed the comments and abided by the rules. 
 
Tim Edwards spoke saying that he was unaware of the project until he saw a surveyor in his 
yard.  That he has three little kids there and he would also have trouble going in and out of his 
own driveway.   
 
Howard Perez spoke first stating that he was an architect for the last 15 years in Puerto Rico, 
New Jersey and New York.  That he bought his house 12 years ago for $45,000 and put in about 
$400,000 in renovations and repairs as it had been empty with no water and sewer for 18 years 
before he purchased it.  He asked that the Board review the comments of Jeffrey Cohen and 
that he agrees with them. 
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Helene Rothstein said she only received her notification of this on the 9th.  She said she had 
some questions who should she ask.  She was told she could ask questions and make comments 
but none would be answered until after the public hearing, that it wasn’t a question/answer 
period.  She was shown the map and she then said that her concerns were fluid recovery and 
waste treatment, how long would it be stored, what contingency did the Town have for fires 
and toxic fumes, how many vehicles per day in traffic, noise levels, was there to be a shear 
machine.  She said the traffic report was not very clear.  She also wanted to know if the hours of 
operation were to be seven days a week from 8:00 a.m. to midnight.  
 
Chairman Dowe asked if there was anyone else that had a comment from the public. 
 
There was no response from the public. 
 
ON A MOTION MADE BY RAY KELLY, SECONDED BY PETER STETTNER, THE PUBLIC HEARING 
WAS CLOSED.  ALL IN FAVOR.  APPROVED. 
 
Due to the fact that there was no quorum, there was no presentation or answer to public 
comments by the applicant or his engineers.  There will be a 10 day period after the meeting 
for written comment on this project up to and including July 20th.   
 
PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS JOHN VAN ETTEN AND DENISE BIRMINGHAM RETURN TO ACTIVE 
PARTICIPANTS. 
 

Ester Newhouse 
 8 lot Subdivision 
Twin Bridge Road 

SBL:  30.-1-88 
Zone:  R-1   #2011-0015 

 
Randy Wasson appeared for this project.  He supplied a letter from the Department of Health, 
by Glenn Illing, P.E. that says that the plan sheets are acceptable for their preliminary approval.  
Final approval from the DOH will be given once they receive Randy’s full drawing package with 
his P.E. seal and signature on all sheets and a certified Plat Plan sealed and signed by the NYS 
Licensed Land Surveyor.  After a short discussion it was determined that the project could be 
considered complete. 
 
ON A MOTION BY JOHN VAN ETTEN, SECONDED BY DENISE BIRMINGHAM THE APPLICATION 
FOR THE 8-LOT SUBDIVISION WAS APPROVED WITH THE CONDITION OF FINAL APPROVAL BY 
THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AFTER WHICH OUR MAPS CAN BE SIGNED.  ALL IN FAVOR.  
APPROVED. 
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Yeshiva Letzirim Inc. 
Special Use Permit 

85 Ferndale Loomis Road 
SBL:  35.-2-18.1 & 18.2 

Zone:   RD    #2011-0014 
 
Bill Sattler appeared for this project.  Several issues were brought to the attention of the Board, 
one of which was the fact that on the approved plans there was to be a 6 inch line coming in 
and what the Code Enforcement Officer, Mark Van Etten saw when he went out there was a 2 
inch plastic line.  The DOH closed down their well as unstable which means they will “have” to 
go back to Town water.  Mark said he has not received any water flow information for what the 
sprinklers are going to be or a letter from the fire department saying okay.   
 
A discussion proceeded where it was determined that the buildings, road, waterline and other 
issues were not being done according to the approved plan.  Six out of the eight buildings had 
changed location, the road moved 10 to 15 feet from the approved plan, the matter of the 6 
inch water line, elimination of a fire hydrant with no paperwork involved, the issue of sprinklers 
as to whether they are required by law or not required.  There is also the issue of the main 
building where they made the shul larger increasing the square footage there.  After much 
discussion it was determined that the issue of the sprinklers would be submitted to Glenn 
Smith by Mark Van Etten, the Code Enforcement Officer.  Mark Van Etten said that he would do 
so and the work would be stopped at the site until the issues were cleared up and the sheet 
rock torn out along with other items that were done incorrectly.  Bill was asked to submit an 
amended application and to do an overlay showing the proposed changes.  Mark has had a stop 
work order in place since Friday July 7th.  Nancy will call Chris at Adler’s office to give the 
amount required in Escrow for the Town Engineer review on the sprinklers, which amount 
would need to be paid before the project was sent to the Town Engineer.     

 
Hudson Valley Foie Gras 

Special Use Permit 
Brooks Road 

SBL:  46.-1-32.1 
Zone: IC        #2012-0017 

 
Marcus Henley and Stephen Darcangelo, P.E. appeared for this project.  There were no changes 
in the plans.  Stephen reiterated the project saying that the expansion of the building would 
have a gravel drive on three sides and a walk in cooler.  It would be for new processing and 
have a small addition for waste water.  The building would not be heated or cooled it would 
have ventilation only.  John Van Etten asked if there would be any external lighting as none was 
shown.  It was determined that it could be horizontal cut off lighting with the light extending to 
the edge of the gravel.  It could be shown on sheet 5.  Stephen agreed to do so.  It was 
determined that the building would be fire and energy compliant the sloped floor would be a 
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30 % grade to the ground.  It was determined that this project does not require 239 review.  
Attorney Garigliano did the SEQR form. 
 
ON A MOTION MADE BY JOHN VAN ETTEN, SECONDED BY RAY KELLY, A NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION WAS DECLARED ON HUDSON VALLEY FOIE GRAS.  ALL IN FAVOR.  APPROVED. 
 
A public hearing will be held on July 24, 2012.  Mr. Henley was asked if there would be 
additional ducks or just new processing.  He said due to the fact that foie gras has been banned 
in the State of California and it has hurt business, the expansion would be used for processing 
and he would be diversifying and adding new products.   
 
Allen Scott from the Sullivan County Partnership for Economic Development stood and said that 
he was impressed with the progress of the process and that this expansion would be creating 
12 new jobs, two of them administrative.   
 

BSD, LLC a/k/a Liberty Business Park 

Special Use Permit 
Harris Road 

SBL:  41.-1-27 
Zone:  IC      #2011-0020 

 
Gerard Fitamant, PE and Rajeev Raina, Project Engineer appeared for this project.  They 
distributed large binders with updated information to all Board members and copies for the 
Planning Board files.  They answered the review comments of Town Engineer, Glenn Smith.  The 
first being the site distance issue.  They now have a site distance of 930’ and 850’ which will 
accommodate a large @67 size truck.  They have moved the septic and shown wells and set-
backs.  They are still conceptual on lots #2 & 3.  They have been working on the soil erosion and 
sediment control issues.  The logging trail has been started and is progressing according to plan.  
They did perk rates which were originally hoped for to be 60 minutes for in 1 inch which is in 
actuality only 30 minutes for 1 inch which is much better.  The septic location may adjust due to 
the perk.  It was determined that no further public hearing would be needed as there was only 
one public comment, no changes significant enough to require a public hearing.  Attorney 
Garigliano would work on a resolution for this project for preliminary subdivision approval. 

White Sulphur Homes 

Subdivision 
White Sulphur Road 
SBL 38-1-43 & 34.12 

Zone:  AC / RS  #2006-0038 
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Ron Cobb and Paul Savad appeared for this project.  They wanted to appear to let the Planning 
Board know this is still an active project.  They are waiting for the Town Board to pass the local 
law concerning package plants.  It was determined that the SEQR still needs to be done at the 
Town Board level.  The Planning Board will need a letter from Terry Kelly who was the review 
engineer for the Town on this project originally, with regard to the new locations of houses 28, 
29 and 30 to the wetlands.  This project will only go for public hearing after the SEQR is done 
and the local law passed by the Town Board. 

Lake Marie Homes 

Subdivision 
Lake Marie Road / NYS Route 52 

SBL 35-2-7 
Zone:  RD / SC  #2006-0039 

 

Ron Cobb and Paul Savad appeared for this project.  The wanted to appear to let the Planning 
Board know this is still an active project.  They wanted it to be clear that they have complied 
with requirements to this point.  They are now waiting on the Loomis Plant hookup, which they 
are told would be sometime in April of 2015.  They will come before the Town Board for that in 
October of 2014.  They would be put on the Planning Board agenda at that time as well. 
 
ON A MOTION BY JOHN VAN ETTEN AND SECONDED BY RAY KELLY, THE MEETING WAS 
ADJOURNED AT 9:45 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Saucier, Planning Board Secretary 
The foregoing represents unapproved minutes of the Town of Liberty’s Planning Board from a 
meeting held on July 10, 2012 are not to be construed as the final official minutes until so 
approved.                                _X _   Approved as read 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
THE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE THE PUBLIC COMMENT FROM THE PUBLIC HEARING: 
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