
TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF LIBERTY
120 NORTH MAIN STREET, LIBERTY, NEW YORK 12754

JUNE 20, 2016
7:00 P.M.

1

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
PRESENT:
Supervisor Charlie Barbuti
Councilperson Dean Farrand
Councilperson Russell Reeves
Councilperson Brian McPhillips
Councilperson Vincent McPhillips

Laurie Dutcher Town Clerk
Town Attorney Kenneth Klein
Finance Director Earl Bertsch
Budget and Accounting Clerk Cheryl Gerow
Water & Sewer Forman Tom Kehrley
Confidential Secretary Carman Malanka

ALSO PRESENT:
Stacy Yaun

CORRESPONDENCE:
1. A copy of letter from NYS Homes & Community Renewal regarding NYS CDBG Project #641PW61-

14.
2. A copy of letter from NYS Homes & Community Renewal regarding NYS CDBG Project #641PW83-

09.
3. A copy of letter from NYS Homes & Community Renewal regarding NYS CDBG Project #641PW8-12.
4. Email from Lorraine DiBella concerning a water leak in the Ferndale Water District. Charlie will send a 

letter of denial

2016-   EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby go into Executive Session at 6:30 p.m. to discuss the 
employment history of a particular person or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, 
employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or 
corporation.

Motion:        Councilperson Dean Farrand 
Seconded:   Councilperson Russell Reeves
5 AYES

2016- OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby come out of Executive Session at 6:59 p.m. 

Motion:        Councilperson Dean Farrand 
Seconded:   Councilperson Russell Reeves
5 AYES
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 RECOGNIZE THE PUBLIC

ANNE WALING - CYPRESS CREEK RENEWABLES
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THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS WERE AGAINST THE PROPOSED ZONING:

JOHN WOMBACHER

 Owns 15 acres in Liberty – Baffled & dismayed at what the Town Board is proposing
 Should be supporting our local farmers
 Goes against our Comprehensive Plan
 Right to farm at all times
 Creation of a year round farmers market
 Sustain & promote forest land

SEAN ZIGMUND

 Works hard
 Has taken 6 years to create his farm
 Just trying to live the American dream
 After the 2011 re-zoning it cost him $2,000 for the Special Use Permit

EUGENE THALMAN

 Hopes to grow property into thriving farm
 Hard to farm here
 Property re-zoned from commercial to RD
 Would be bringing capital into the area
 Make it easier for people in RD to move through the process

LEANNA MIATCHI

 Currently started to farm and would like to stay here

BENJAMIN PUTLAND

 Resides at 978 Fox Mt. Rd. – Plans to have orchards and grow grapes
 Disappointed w/ consultation which was Zero
 Goes against what America stands for
 Benefit to local community
 Will just create higher taxes

HAILEY DECKER

 Just graduated from Animal Science – Wanted to farm on her land
2016-         AUDIT
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The Town Board approved the following:

 June 2016 Abstract:
Claims #955 to #1175 totaling $1,111,094.44

 May Post Audit
Claims #924 to #954 totaling $294,280.10

 May General Ledger Abstract:
Claims #110 to #144 totaling $299,309.11

Motion: Councilperson Dean Farrand
Second: Supervisor Charlie Barbuti
5 AYES  - Carried

2016-      ACCEPTANCE OF MONTHLY REPORTS

The Town Board approved the following:
 Town Clerk’s Monthly Report  5/2016
 Revenue & Expense Report  5/2016
 Supervisor’s Report  5/2016

Motion: Councilperson Dean Farrand
Second: Councilperson Russell Reeves
5 AYES  - Carried

2016-        APPROVAL OF RFP’S SENT OUT FOR AUDIT PROPOSALS

The Town Board does hereby authorize and approve of RFP’s being sent to the following for audit 
proposals:

 Cooper Arias, LLP
 Gitlin & Associates
 Knack, Pavloff & Company`

Motion: Councilperson Dean Farrand
Second: Councilperson Brian McPhillips
5 AYES  - Carried

2016-        APPROVAL OF VOUCHER FOR BLAUER ASSOCIATES
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The Town Board does hereby authorize the payment of voucher to Blauer Associates for administrative      
services for the WSS Water District Phase 5 Improvements Project in the amount of $1,875.00.

Motion: Councilperson Russell Reeves
Second: Councilperson Brian McPhillips
5 AYES  - Carried

2016-        APPROVAL OF VOUCHER FOR DELAWARE ENGINEERING, DPC

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby authorize the payment of voucher to Delaware 
Engineering DPC for engineering services for the WSS Water District Phase 5 Improvements Project 
in the amount of $17,767.08.

Motion: Councilperson Russell Reeves
Second: Councilperson Brian McPhillips
5 AYES  - Carried

APPROVAL OF VOUCHER FOR EASTMAN ASSOCIATES, INC.

The Town Board does hereby authorize the payment of voucher to Eastman Associates, Inc. for 
contractual services for the Loomis Sewer District Phase 2 Improvements Project in the amount of 
$374,528.00.

Motion: Councilperson Brian McPhillips
Second: Councilperson Russell Reeves
5 AYES  - Carried

APPROVAL OF VOUCHER FOR MERRITT CONSTRUCTION, INC.

The Town Board does hereby authorize the payment of voucher to Merritt Construction, Inc. for 
contractual services for the WSS Water District Phase 5 Improvements Project in the amount of 
$150,778.77.

Motion: Councilperson Brian McPhillips
Second: Councilperson Russell Reeves
5 AYES  - Carried

APPROVAL OF 2016 BUDGET TRANSFERS & MODIFICATIONS AS PRESENTED

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby approve the following budget transfers & 
modifications as presented by the Finance Office:

2016 Budget Modifications
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A 2680 $2,800.00
A 5182.4 $2,800.00
Insurance Recovery for Damaged Street Light by Traffic Circle

A 2680 $6,220.00
A 5182.4 $6,220.00
Insurance Recovery for Damaged Street Light on Route 52 by Exit 100 East

A 3057 $1,166.99
A 1957.2 $1,166.99
2016 Justice Court Grant Received

A 3059 $17,540.10
A 1959.4 $17,540.10
2016 Skate Park Grant Funds Received

S2 5031 $28,147.86
S2 8110.3 $28,147.86

Please approve the below Budget Transfers:
Account From To
X2 9710.6 $28,147.86
X2 9901.9 $28,147.86

Motion: Councilperson Dean Farrand
Second: Councilperson Russell Reeves
5 AYES  - Carried

OLD BUSINESS

1. Town Hall mold remediation/relocation- Front porch was patched
2. Emergency preparedness plan-No action
3. Zoning-2016 proposed changes-Dean & Charlie will go over & send to other board members 

this week

2016-      AUTHORIZE TOWN ATTORNEY TO DRAW UP LOCAL LAW ESTABLISHING A 
MORATORIUM WITH RESPECT TO COMMERCIAL SOLAR ENERGY GENERATING SYSTEMS

The Town Board does hereby authorize the Town Attorney to draw up a local law establishing a 
moratorium on commercial solar energy generating systems.
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Motion: Councilperson Russell Reeves
Second: Councilperson Brian McPhillips
5 AYES  - Carried

4.  Authorize Town Attorney to draw up local law for a mandatory minimum fine of $500 for littering.
5.  Backhoe purchase for Water & Sewer Dept. – Out for bid on 6/30/16

BOARD DISCUSSION

Councilperson Brian McPhillips
 Trying to get basketball court by skatepark – Looking to get $15,000 in donations
 Cornell did a study and would like to apply for a CFA grant to cleanup downtown and make it 

more green and appealing

Councilperson Vincent McPhillips
 Went to the skatepark and picked up garbage for 15 minutes and went to throw away and the 

garbage cans were overflowing.

Councilperson Russell Reeves
 Liberty Chamber – Big 4th of July event 7/4/16
 Looking at cameras for dumping problem

Councilperson Dean Farrand
 Planning Board Meeting worksession – non-conforming use permit for Camp Agudah
 Email Fusco to look around for OSHA compliant audit for the Town
 Wanted to make sure the current backhoe is safe

Supervisor Charlie Barbuti
 Flowers will be planted on the roundabouts on Tues & Thurs from 6:00 pm. - 8:00 p.m. Need 

volunteers
 Need to get Lead Agency resolution from Ken for the last meeting minutes
 FOCUS Media on 6/27/16 Mtg. @ 7:00 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Town Board does hereby go into Executive Session at 8:39 p.m. to discuss pending litigation

Motion: Councilperson Dean Farrand
Second: Councilperson Russell Reeves
5 AYES  - Carried

OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION
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The Town Board does hereby come out of Executive Session at 9:10 p.m.

Motion: Councilperson Russell Reeves
Second: Councilperson Dean Farrand
5 AYES  - Carried

ADJOURN

The Town Board does hereby adjourn at 9:11 p.m.
Motion: Councilperson Russell Reeves
Second: Councilperson Dean Farrand
5 AYES  - Carried


