
TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF LIBERTY
120 NORTH MAIN STREET, LIBERTY, NEW YORK 12754

September 6, 2016
4:00 P.M.

1

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
PRESENT:
Supervisor Charlie Barbuti
Councilperson Dean Farrand
Councilperson Russell Reeves
Councilperson Brian McPhillips
Councilperson Vincent McPhillips

Laurie Dutcher Town Clerk
Town Attorney Kenneth Klein
Finance Director Earl Bertsch
Budget and Accounting Clerk Cheryl Gerow
Confidential Secretary Carman Malanka

ALSO PRESENT:
Assessor Deborah Shea
Town Engineer Dave Ohman
P&R Director Brian Scardefield
Court Manager Denise Curry
Water & Sewer Forman Tom Kehrley
John Brust
Joan Kittridge
Jeremy Gorelick
Joel Lieberman
Mark Baez-Sullivan County Partnership

CORRESPONDENCE:

1. A letter from Marc Molinaro, Dutchess County Executive, thanking the Town of Liberty for adopting a 
“Think DIFFERENTLY” resolution. 

RECOGNIZE THE DEPARTMENT HEADS
(Reports as submitted by Dept. Heads)

ASSESSOR

Ongoing Monthly Updates: 

Collecting data, updating files, processing deeds, splits, merges and renewing exemptions.

The Final EQ Rate for this year is 77.80%   

We are busy collecting data on permits and updating files.  This month alone John and I have visited 98 
properties. 

HIGHWAY

August 1- Grade Menderis Road
Patch
Mow shoulders of roads
Remove/install pipes on Loomis Road

August 2-          Grade and ditch Menderis Road
Patch
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Mow shoulders of roads
Work on trucks/equipment in shop
Remove/install pipes on Loomis Road

August 3- Finish Old Lilly Pond Road 
Patch
Remove/install pipes on Loomis Road
Mow shoulder of roads
Work on trucks/equipment in shop

August 4- Patch
Remove/install pipes on Loomis Road
Work on trucks/equipment in shop

August 5- Patch
Remove/install pipes on Loomis Road
Work on trucks/equipment in shop

August 8- Patch
Ditch Loomis Road
Work at gravel bank
Work on trucks/equipment in shop

August 9- Patch
Ditch Loomis Road
Mow shoulder of roads
Work at gravel bank
Haul stone
Work on trucks/equipment in shop

August 10- Work on trucks/equipment in shop

August 11- Patch
Work at gravel bank
Mow shoulder of roads
Remove/install pipes on Loomis Road
Work on trucks/equipment in shop

August 12- Grade Fireman Park Road
Remove/install pipes on Loomis Road
Haul stone
Work at gravel bank
Work on trucks/equipment in shop
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August 15- Patch
Remove/install pipes on Loomis Road
Work on trucks/equipment in shop
Work at gravel bank
Mow shoulder of roads

August 16- Patch
Ditch Menderis Road
Work at gravel bank
Mow shoulder of roads
Remove/install pipes on Loomis Road
Haul Stone
Work on trucks/equipment in shop

August 17 - Patch
Remove/install pipes on Loomis Road
Work at gravel bank
Mow shoulder of roads
Work on trucks/equipment in shop

August 18- Remove/install pipes on Loomis Road
Grade Menderis Road
Work on trucks/equipment in shop
Mow shoulder of roads
Work at gravel bank

August 19- Patch
Ditch Breezy Hill Road
Ditch Loomis Road

August 22- Worked with the Village
Patch
Ditch Loomis Road
Mow shoulder of roads
Work at gravel bank
Work on trucks/equipment in shop
Sweep

August 23- Worked with the Village
Sent two trucks to Town of Callicoon
Ditch Loomis Road
Patch
Mow shoulder of roads
Work on trucks/equipment in shop
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August 24- Sent two trucks to Town of Callicoon
Grind Loomis Road with help from Village
Work at gravel bank
Mow shoulder of roads
Work on trucks/equipment in shop

August 25- Sent two trucks to Town of Callicoon
Patch
Remove/install pipes on Loomis Road
Work on trucks/equipment in shop
Mow shoulder of roads

August 26- Ditch Corrigan Road
Patch

August 29- Paved Buckley Street in the Village

August 30- Patch
Ditch Corrigan Road

WATER & SEWER

Working with Delaware Engineering to use plastic sleeves to cross under Route 52 on the  Phase VI water 
grant.  NYSDOT has approved the use of plastic instead of steel, which will greatly cut back the cost.  The 
steel sleeves were $50,000. 00 each prior, and we will be using 4 inch on Phase VI.  We also have the 
contractor doing final landscape clean up from Phase V, which is planned for this month.

We had lightning damage from the storms on August 13, 2016.  The storm took out one radio control from 
Sherwood Well, two well probes, for well draw down monitoring, and a drive control program.  Insurance 
has been notified and we are awaiting prices for repair from Marks Enterprises that do our work.

Looking for Board approval to do work on the Stevensville #3 well.  We are going to replace the original 
motor on well with a high efficiency motor and a variable speed drive to allow for water supply to be 
provided to customers during main breaks on the Stevensville system by a pressure control.  This type of 
system is now in use in the White Sulphur and Loomis systems. Total price of job to be $12,500.00 out of 
the Stevensville Water budget.

Need to approve Delaware Engineering to get prices to have White Sulphur Springs water tank taken out of 
service and   repainted.  Prices have gone way up from the last time it was done and we need to have a target 
amount to decide how we can pay for it.  Will bring White Sulphur Springs tank info to meeting.

        Generators are being installed at the Infirmary Sewer & Ferndale Water PS this month.
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  Water usage for summer 2016, June-August

  Month            Total                  Average

  June             9,806,000            326,000
  July            19,635,000            633,000
  Aug            19,288,000            622,000

  Sewer Flow to S.L. Plant summer 2016, June-Aug

  June           2,718,000               91,000
  July            9,930,000              322,000
  Aug          10,392,000              335,000

  Anything else that may arise before meeting.

   CEO

   No Report Submitted

  PARKS & RECREATION

Summer Day Camp and the pool closed for the season. We were able to keep the pool open to August 2th 
which the public    was very pleased with. We had a terrific staff this year in all the departments.

The Liberty Warriors youth football and cheerleading program have begun and are going very well.

We had to jack hammer some of the floor in the Hanofee Park bathrooms to try and figure out why they keep 
clogging  up. Ertz plumbing came and replaced some of the piping. We had to replace an electric line also 
because it was hit while jack hammering. I would like to thank the Water and Sewer Department for all of their 
help during this.

The parks seemed to be a lot busier this year than years past. We actually had to get a second dumpster to keep 
up with all other garbage from the parks.

We are currently setting up our Fall recreation programs.
I received a letter which I forwarded to Supervisor Barbuti regarding Mrs. Strassmans dog getting hit with a 
stick by a park patron while she was at Walnut. I spoke with her regarding the matter and we are also going 
to discuss it at our Park and Rec. Board meeting.

Nathaniel Juron finished his Eagle Scout project at the stage area. He did a fantastic job.

We booked our Volunteer Recognition Night at Oscar Brown's for November 1". 
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Attached is the Elementary School Survey and a breakdown of the results that I received from the students.

DCO

No Report Submitted

TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR

Licenses:

Marriage Licenses    5

Marriage Certificates               11

Building Permits (Collection of $)               48

Dog Licenses               55

Replacement Tags    3

Purebred Licenses    1

Redeemed Dog    2

Boarding Fees    0

Exempt Dogs    0

Reimbursement of Expenses    1

Photo Copies                 5

Postage    0 

EZ Pass               11 

Road Access Permit    0

Conservation  15

Returned Check Fee   0

Peddlers License   0
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FINANCE

Submitted two payment requests to EFC for Loomis Sewer Phase II totaling $450,220.69.  Total requested 
and received to date is $1,029,700.51

Prepared and submitted 2017 Tentative Budget

Supplied information regarding the conversion of street lights from NYSEG owned to Town owned totaling 
eight accounts

Worked with and supplied information to the New York State Comptroller’s Office regarding retirement 
reporting of elected and appointed officials

Bid opening for Joint Fuel Bid

Submitted final draft for Non-Residential Sewer Users of the Town Code to Attorney Klein

Reviewed WSS Phase V grant costs

All other daily duties and responsibilities

COURT

V&T Received 651

V&T Appearances 215

Criminal Appearances 330

Ordinance Appearances   14

Civil Appearances   16

Total Fines Collected $76,674.00

Total Fines to Town Not available
Total Fines to Village Not available

RECOGNIZE THE PUBLIC

Jeremy Gorelick- Mr.Gorelick spoke regarding the proposed zoning changes in The Town of Liberty. 
He stated that he lives in White Sulphur Springs and would like his property to remain AC. Mr. 
Gorelick complained that his neighbor had approximately 200 people at their house they were shooting 
guns, trespassing on neighboring property, defecating in the stream, etc. The police had to be called 
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twice for music past midnight. Mr. Gorelick also stated that the neighbor was repairing his roof without 
a building permit and was given stop work order by the Town of Liberty CEO which he advised he 
would work through. Mr. Gorelick feels that this is a blatant challenge to the Town.

Mark Baez-Mr. Baez spoke regarding finding money to fund a shovel ready site. He stated that the 
Town needs an Engineering Planning Grant which would aid in infrastructure planning, etc. The cost to 
the Town would be approximately $30,000. The next step would be to hire a consultant to sell the area. 
It has been done in the past and it works. He advised that the Partnership needs property and Old 17 is 
the most viable in this area. The partnership is seeking small, light industries with sustainable ratings.

BUSINESS

2016- APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Town Board approved the following minutes with changes.

8/1/16  Monthly Meeting

             Motion:        Supervisor Charles Barbuti 
Seconded:   Councilperson Brian McPhillips
5 AYES 

2016-  SET 2017 BUDGET WORKSESSIONS

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby set the following 2017 budget worksessions:
 9/14/16 
 9/20/16
 9/28/16 

at 4:00 p.m. at Town Hall, 120 North Main Street, Liberty, NY.

             Motion:         Supervisor Charles Barbuti 
Seconded:   Councilperson Brian McPhillips
5 AYES 

2016-  A LETTER FROM NANCY SPINA ASKING NOT TO BE BILLED FOR WATER USAGE AT 
HER RESIDENCE ON 39 POST ROAD, SWAN LAKE.-THIS REQUEST WAS DENIED AND 
SUPERVISOR BARBUTI WILL SEND HER A LETTER.

2016-  APPROVAL TO DECLARE THE P&R 1999 PARKE 18’ LANDSCAPE TRAILER AS SURPLUS 
EQUIPMENT AND SET THE BID DATE FOR 9/22/16 AT 11:00 A.M.

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby declare the P&R 1999 Parke 18’ Landscape 
Trailer as surplus equipment and set the bid date for 9/22/16 at 11a.m. at Town Hall, 120 North Main 



TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF LIBERTY                                                                                                                        
120 NORTH MAIN STREET, LIBERTY, NEW YORK 12754                                                                                              

September 6, 2016       4:00 P.M.

Street, Liberty, NY.

             Motion:         Councilperson Dean Farrand 
Seconded:   Councilperson Russell Reeves
5 AYES 

2016-  ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT THE REQUIRED EXAMINATION AND/OR AUDIT WAS 
DONE ON THE JUSTICE COURT’S RECORDS

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby acknowledge that the required examination 
and/or audit was done on the Justice Court’s records.

             Motion:         Supervisor Charles Barbuti 
Seconded:   Councilperson Russell Reeves
5 AYES 

2016-  AUTHORIZATION TO INSTALL CALLER ID ON TOWN PHONES

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby approve the installation on caller ID on the Town 
Court phones only.

             Motion:         Councilperson Dean Farrand 
Seconded:   Councilperson Vincent McPhillips
5 AYES 

2016- INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW #4 OF 2016 ENTITLED “A LOCAL LAW AMENDING THE 
SEWER USE REGULATIONS IN CHAPTER 121 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF LIBERTY, 
SULLIVAN COUNTY, NEW YORK”

At a regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Liberty, Sullivan County, New York, held at 

the Town Hall, 120 North Main Street, Liberty, New York, in said Town, on the 6th day of September, 

2016, at 4:00 p.m., prevailing time.

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Barbuti and upon roll being called, the following 

were:

PRESENT:    Supervisor Charles Barbuti

                                Councilperson Dean Farrand

                                Councilperson Russell Reeves
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                                Councilperson Brian McPhillips

                                Councilperson Vincent McPhillips

             ABSENT:

The following resolution was introduced by Councilperson Brian McPhillips, who moved its 

adoption, and seconded by Councilperson Russell Reeves, to wit:

BE IT RESOLVED, that introductory Local Law No. 4 of the Year 2016 entitled “A local law 

amending the sewer use regulations in Chapter 121 of the Code of the Town of Liberty, Sullivan 

County, New York” is hereby introduced before the Town Board of the Town of Liberty, County of 

Sullivan, State of New York; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of the aforesaid local law be laid upon the desk 

of each member of the Town Board; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby determines the aforesaid local 

law to be a Type II Action pursuant to the regulations promulgated under the State Environmental 

Quality Review Act for which no environmental review is required thereunder; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board hold a public hearing on the aforesaid 

local law at the Town Hall, 120 North Main Street, Liberty, New York, at 6:30 p.m., prevailing time, 

on 9/19/2016; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk publish or cause to be published a 

public notice in the Sullivan County Democrat, of such public hearing at least five (5) days prior 

thereto.

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call, 

resulting as follows:
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Supervisor Charlie Barbuti voting  Aye

Councilperson Dean Farrand voting Aye

Councilperson Russell Reeves             voting Aye

Councilperson Vincent McPhillips voting Aye

Councilperson Brian McPhillips             voting             Aye

The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.

2016-  APPROVAL OF STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT FOR KHAL AND YESHIVA OHOLEI 
SHMUEL LOCATED AT 81 UPPER FERNDALE ROAD SBL # 29-1-22

The following motion was offered by Councilperson Brian McPhillips, who moved its adoption, and 

seconded by Councilperson Russell Reeves, to wit:

WHEREAS, Khal and Yeshiva Oholei Shmuel (“Plaintiff”) has served and filed a summons 

and complaint against the Town of Liberty, the County of Sullivan and Liberty Central School District 

to recover money had and received by each municipality on account of taxes levied based upon the 

2011 assessment roll (2011-12 School tax; 2012 County-Town taxes) with respect to the parcel owned 

by it located at 81 Upper Ferndale Road in the Town of Liberty, identified as tax map parcel 29-1-22; 

and

WHEREAS, the Town of Liberty has appeared in the action by Kenneth C. Klein, Esq., 

attorney for the Town, the County of Sullivan has appeared in the action by the Sullivan County 

Attorney, Liberty Central School District has appeared in the action by Whiteman, Osterman & Hanna, 

LLP, and Plaintiff has appeared in the aforesaid proceedings by Kalter, Kaplan, Zeiger & Forman, 

Esqs., Terry S. Forman, Esq., of counsel; and

WHEREAS, following negotiations among the parties and their counsel, a settlement of all 
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matters in dispute has been reached; and

WHEREAS, it appears that the proposed settlement of all matters in dispute will result in a fair 

and equitable resolution of Petitioner’s claim;

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved, that Kenneth C. Klein, Esq., attorney for the Town, be, 

and he hereby is authorized, directed and allowed to enter into a formal written stipulation of 

settlement and stipulation of discontinuance with the attorneys of record for the Plaintiff, the County 

and the School District, which stipulations of settlement and discontinuance have been provided to the 

Town Board for complete reading and filing this date; and be it further

RESOLVED, that Kenneth C. Klein, Esq., attorney for the Town, be, and he hereby is 

authorized, empowered and directed to execute the proposed written stipulations of settlement and 

discontinuance, and to thereby bind the Town of Liberty thereto; and be it further

RESOLVED, that Kenneth C. Klein, Esq., attorney for the Town, be, and he hereby is 

authorized, empowered and directed to do all other things, and to execute any and all other documents, 

which are reasonably necessary and incidental to the effectuation and finalization of the aforesaid 

stipulations of settlement and discontinuance.

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call, 

which resulted as follows:

Supervisor Charlie Barbuti                             voting         Aye

Councilperson Dean Farrand                         voting         Aye

            Councilperson Russel Reeves                       voting         Aye

            Councilperson Brian McPhillips                      voting        Aye   

            Councilperson Vincent McPhillips                   voting         Aye 
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The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.

2016-  APPROVAL TO REPLACE MOTOR ON STEVENSVILLE #3 WELL FOR AN AMOUNT NOT 
EXCEEDING     $12,500.00 

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby approve the replacement of the original motor on 
Stevensville Well #3 with a high efficiency motor for an amount not to exceed $12,500.00.

             Motion:         Councilperson Brian McPhillips 
Seconded:   Councilperson Dean Farrand
5 AYES 

OLD BUSINESS

1. Town Hall remediation/relocation-Councilperson Reeves stated he would like to repair or 
replace the wood on Town Hall and repaint. Applying for a grant from Senator Bonacic.

2. Solar Zoning-Send to Planning Board and Zoning Board for comments-Tabled
3. Discussion of Proposed Comprehensive Plan Changes, Zoning changes & timetable-Meeting 

schedules for 9/19/16 at 6:35pm.
4. Draft letter to property owners regarding zoning changes-Letters are being sent out.

Recessed at 6:07 p.m. until 9/14/16 at 4:00 p.m. 

            Motion: Councilperson Dean Farrand
            Second: Supervisor Charles Barbuti
            5 AYES


