
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING                                                                                                                     
TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF LIBERTY                                                                                              

September 19, 2016     6:30 P.M.

       
At the Regular Monthly Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Liberty held on September 19, 2016 
at 6:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 120 North Main Street, Liberty, New York, the following Town Board 
Members were present:

PRESENT:
Supervisor Charlie Barbuti
Councilperson Dean Farrand
Councilperson Russell Reeves
Councilperson Brian McPhillips
Councilperson Vincent McPhillips

Finance Director Earl Bertsch
Budget and Accounting Clerk Cheryl Gerow
Water & Sewer Foreman Thomas Kehrley
Town Attorney Kenneth Klein
Confidential Secretary Carmen Malanka

ALSO PRESENT:
Keith & Kim Torrens
Helen Budrock
Lillian Stettner
Nancy Levine
Richard Winters of Delaware Solar Co.
 

After the Pledge of Allegiance, Supervisor Barbuti called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

CORRESPONDENCE

1. An email from Jeremy Gorelick regarding activities on Mineral Springs Rd.
2. 239 Review from County of Sullivan regarding imposing a limited commercial solar energy 

generating facility land use moratorium in the Town of Liberty.

RECOGNIZE THE PUBLIC

Chance Parker & Bill Clark of Smart Watt Energy Inc. gave a presentation on LED street 
lighting.

Liberty Renaissance winners were presented with certificates from the Town Board.

BUSINESS

2016-208 APPROVAL OF AUDIT

The Town Board approved the following:

 September, 2016 Abstract:
      Claims #1474 to #1879 totaling $968,393.54

 August Post Audit
Claims #1649 to #1677 totaling $138,358.50

 
 August General Ledger Abstract:
      Claims #239 to #303 totaling $755,520.49

Motion: Councilperson Russell Reeves
Second: Councilperson Brian McPhillips
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5 AYES  - Carried

2016-209 APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The Town Board approved the following minutes with changes.

 8/15/16 Public Hearing 
 8/15/16 Public Hearing
 8/15/16 Regular Monthly Mtg.
 8/29/16 Joint Meeting
 9/6/16 Dept. Head Mtg.

Motion: Councilperson Dean Farrand
Second: Councilperson Brian McPhillips
5 AYES  - Carried

2016-210 ACCEPTANCE OF MONTHLY REPORTS 

The Town Board approved the following:

 Town Clerk’s Monthly Report  8/2016
 Revenue & Expense Report    8/2016
 Supervisor’s Report                 8/2016 

Motion: Supervisor Charlie Barbuti
Second: Councilperson Russell Reeves
5 AYES  - Carried

2016-211 APPROVAL OF VOUCHER FOR BLAUER ASSOCIATES

The Town Board does hereby authorize the payment of voucher to Blauer Associates for 
administrative services for the WSS Water District Phase 5 Improvements Project in the amount 
of $500.00.

Motion: Councilperson Dean Farrand 
Second: Supervisor Charlie Barbuti
5 AYES  - Carried

2016-212 APPROVAL OF VOUCHER FOR DELAWARE ENGINEERING, DPC 

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby authorize the payment of voucher to 
Delaware Engineering DPC for engineering services for the WSS Water District Phase 5 
Improvements Project in the amount of $2,046.58. 

Motion: Councilperson Dean Farrand 
Second: Supervisor Charlie Barbuti
5 AYES  - Carried

2016-213 APPROVAL OF VOUCHER FOR DELAWARE ENGINEERING, DPC 

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby authorize the payment of voucher to 
Delaware Engineering DPC for engineering services for the WSS Water District Phase 6 
Improvements Project in the amount of $8,285.00. 

Motion: Councilperson Dean Farrand 
Second: Supervisor Charlie Barbuti
5 AYES  - Carried

2016-214 ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW #3 OF 2016 (SEWER CHANGES)
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The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby adopt Introductory Local law #4 of 2016 as 
Local Law #3 of 2016 entitled “A Local Law amending the sewer use regulations in Chapter 121 
of the Code of the Town of Liberty, Sullivan County, New York”.

Motion: Supervisor Charles Barbuti
Second: Councilperson Russell Reeves
5 AYES  - Carried

(NO ACTION TAKEN)  ADOPTION OF INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW #4 OF 2016 (SOLAR 
MORATORIUM) 

TOWN BOARD REQUESTS THAT THE COUNTY OF SULLIVAN PETITION THE 
STATE NEW     YORK, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO ESTABLISH A 
LOWER SPEED LIMIT ON LOOMIS RD., NY

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby request with the submittal of a completed 
TE-9 that the    County of Sullivan Department of Public Works request the State of New York 
Department of Transportation  to establish a 30 mile per hour speed limit on Loomis Rd. TR #104, 
Liberty, NY. 

Motion: Councilperson Russell Reeves
Second: Councilperson Dean Farrand 
5 AYES  - Carried

2016-215         INFORMATIONAL  ZONING MTG SET FOR 10/4/16 AT 6:30 P.M. AT LIBERTY HIGH 
SCHOOL

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby set an Informational Zoning Meeting for 
10/4/16 at 6:30 p.m. at the Liberty High School. 

Motion: Councilperson Russell Reeves
Second: Councilperson Brian McPhillips
5 AYES  - Carried

2016-216 APPROVAL TO RUN FULL PAGE AD TO HONOR JOANNE GEROW AS WOMAN OF 
THE YEAR AT A COST OF $135

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby approve the expenditure of $135 to run a full 
page ad congratulating Joanne Gerow as Woman of the year. 

Motion: Councilperson Dean Farrand
Second: Councilperson Brian McPhillips
5 AYES  - Carried

2016-217 SMART WATT ENERGY, INC TO PROVIDE TOWN W/ FREE PRELIMINARY 
FEASIBILITY ASSESSMENT 

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby authorize Smart Watt Engery, Inc. to provide 
a free preliminary feasibility assessment. 

Motion: Councilperson Dean Farrand
Second: Councilperson Brian McPhillips
5 AYES  - Carried

2016-218 APPROVAL TO REPAIR STEVENSVILLE WELL #3 MOTOR AT THE COST OF $14,692

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby authorize the additional cost of $2,192 above 
the original approved amount of $12,500 to $14,692 for the repair to the motor at Stevensville 
Well #3. (Increase due to updated quotes)

Motion: Councilperson Brian McPhillips
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Second: Supervisor Charlie Barbuti
5 AYES  - Carried

2016-219 AMENDMENT TO STEVENSVILLE WATER PROJECT CONTRACT & 
AUTHORIZATION FOR SUPERVISOR TO SIGN

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby approve amendment #1 to Delaware 
Engineering’s Engineering Services Contract in order to be eligible for reimbursement through the 
DWSRF program, the March 2016 contract required an amendment to include the SRF Bid Packet 
for Non-Construction Contracts. The amendment includes the bid package addition with no other 
change in scope or cost. The board authorizes the Supervisor to sign the amendment.

Motion: Councilperson Dean Farrand
Second: Councilperson Brian McPhillips
5 AYES  - Carried

2016-220 AUTHORIZATION TO PAY LIBERTY CDC $5,000

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby agree to pay the Liberty CDC $5,000.  

Motion: Councilperson Brian McPhillips
Second: Councilperson Russell Reeves
Opposed: Councilperson Vincent McPhillips
4 AYES  - Carried

2016-221 AUTHORIZATION TO HIRE A PART TIME PERSON TO WORK IN BUILDING DEPT. 
AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $2,000

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby authorize the hiring of a part time person to 
work in the Building Department approximately 5-6 weeks at a cost of $12 per hour, not to exceed 
$2,000.

Motion: Supervisor Charlie Barbuti
Second: Councilperson Russell Reeves
Opposed: Councilperson Vincent McPhillips
4 AYES  - Carried

2016-222 APPROVAL TO SPEND $350 ON APPRAISAL FOR PROPERTY ON WATER TOWER 
RD.

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby authorize the expenditure of $350 to 
appraise property on Water Tower Rd. 

Motion: Councilperson Dean Farrand
Second: Councilperson Brian McPhillips
5 AYES  - Carried

2016-223 EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby go into Executive Session at 8:10 p.m. to 
discuss possible litigation.

Motion: Councilperson Russell Reeves
Second: Supervisor Charlie Barbuti
5 AYES  - Carried

2016-224 OUT EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby come out of Executive Session at 9:05 p.m. 
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Motion: Councilperson Russell Reeves
Second: Supervisor Charlie Barbuti
5 AYES  - Carried

*The Town Board discussed GO Fund Me Pages on the Town website and it was decided that 
they would not be allowed. 

The Town Board also decided to move forward with relocating the Building & Assessor Offices to 
the Park & Recreation Building.  

ADJOURN

Motion: Councilperson Russell Reeves 
Second: Supervisor Charles Barbuti

Adjourned 8:30 p.m.

____________________________
Laurie Dutcher, Town Clerk


