
TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF LIBERTY
120 NORTH MAIN STREET, LIBERTY, NEW YORK 12754

October 3, 2016
4:00 P.M.
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PRESENT:
Supervisor Charlie Barbuti
Councilperson Dean Farrand
Councilperson Russell Reeves
Councilperson Brian McPhillips
Councilperson Vincent McPhillips

Laurie Dutcher Town Clerk
Town Attorney Kenneth Klein
Finance Director Earl Bertsch
Budget and Accounting Clerk Cheryl Gerow
Confidential Secretary Carman Malanka

ALSO PRESENT:
Assessor Deborah Shea
Town Engineer Dave Ohman
P&R Director Brian Scardefield
Water & Sewer Forman Tom Kehrley
Highway Foreman Matt DeWitt
DCO Joanne Gerow
Vivian Hanslmaier
Rich Winters

CORRESPONDENCE:

1. A letter from the Swan in Swan Lake regarding a public hearing held by the Town of Bethel 
Planning Board on 10/5/16 at 7:30 p.m. for the purpose of obtaining a modified site plan approval 
for 143 unit residential development. 

2. A letter from the NYS Department of Transportation regarding receipt of the Towns request for a 
lower speed limit on Briscoe Road.

RECOGNIZE THE DEPARTMENT HEADS
(Reports as submitted by Dept. Heads)

ASSESSOR

Ongoing Monthly Updates:

 Processed 81 deeds from the County tax sale, this will bring some assessment back on next year’s 2017 roll.

Updated the 2016 roll with sewer unit changes for 94 parcels.  This will be for January 1st tax bill.  The BAR 
will have to sign the Assessors petition to change the existing roll.  The 3rd BAR meeting of this year is 
meeting in my office October 4th at 4:00PM.

HIGHWAY

September 1    - Install pipes Loomis Road
         Ditch Breezy Hill Road

Patch Cross Road
Work on trucks/equipment in shop
Work at gravel bank

September 2 - Driveway patch to new cold pave on Wilbur Klein Road

September 6 - Ditch Breezy Hill Road
Patch
Work on trucks/equipment in shop
Work at gravel bank

September 7 - Chip seal Benton Hollow Road

September 8 - Chip seal Cross Farm Road

September 9 - Patch Sunset Lake Road
Ditch Loomis Road
Ditch Breezy Hill Road
Work on trucks/equipment in shop
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Work at gravel bank
Haul stone

September 12 - Ditch and patch Breezy Hill

September 13 - Patch Parks Road
Ditch Loomis road
Sweep Breezy Hill Road

September 14 - Patch Breezy Hill Road
Move equipment
Ditch Loomis Road
Ditch Doughty Road
Work at gravel bank

September 15 - Patch
Ditch Doughty Road
Ditch Loomis Road
Work on trucks/equipment in shop
Work at gravel bank

September 16 - Ditch Doughty Road
Work at gravel bank
Ditch Loomis Road
Work on trucks/equipment in shop

September 19 - Haul sand

September 20 - Ditch Doughty Road
Patch Breezy Hill Road
Ditch Loomis Road
Work on trucks/equipment in shop
Work at gravel bank

September 21 - Sweep Cross Farm Road
Ditch Loomis Road
Ditch Doughty Road
Work at gravel bank
Work on trucks/equipment in shop

September 22 - Pave Doughty Road (trucks from Village of Liberty, Fremont, Callicoon)

September 23 - Pave Breezy Hill (trucks from Village of Liberty, Fremont, Rockland)

September 26 - Pave Loomis Road

September 27 - Pave Loomis Road

WATER & SEWER

Ditch #1 at Swan Lake Sewer has been drained and is scheduled to be pumped out on Tuesday October 4th.  
Once the ditch has been washed out, TAM Enterprises will install the second drain valve in this ditch and 
will complete the ditch improvements for this year.  We are still looking into aeration additions to both 
ditches and are trying to get a representative that worked on the Village plant to stop and look at system 
while it is still empty.  This ditch needs to be refilled by cold weather.  We have been given some used 
equipment from the Village and will be working to install it in one ditch in house to save us a substantial 
amount of money.
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Tentative date for Stevensville well upgrade is set for mid October.  At this time, Marks Enterprises will also 
be completing the lightning damaged equipment at the Sherwood Well site.

Generators have been installed at Ferndale PS and Infirmary PS and are awaiting full power testing and turn 
on is expected in the next few weeks.

Would again like to thank Tim Pellam, Matt DeWitt for help on the water main break on Sept. 18th, with 
road materials to get the WS roadway put back together.  A total of 250,000 gallons of water flowed out and 
down the roadway from this leak. We also did some mowing for Tim at the gravel bank and finished the 
manhole and valve extension work in the Loomis District repaving.

We are awaiting the startup people at the Loomis Sewer plant as most of the project is coming to an end.  
Final sand addition to beds will be done this week and with electricians on site, most of the electrical work is 
also getting caught up.  Our Dept. has also scheduled the 3rd quarter cleaning and inspection of the Beaumont 
line for next week as part of the ongoing mandate.

Looking for Board approval to move forward with the purchase of a 2017 utility truck to replace Stacey’s 
truck.  Budget is already set with funds to allow for purchase. On Hold

Also getting final quotes in order for the spray foam for the pole barn at the Swan Lake Sewer plant.  The 
quote from the local insulation company is owner/operator, so prevailing wage was not applied to the quote 
of $16,500.   Since all districts store equipment in this building, I have enclosed a breakdown of cost to each 
district and this can be done with this year’s budget, if approved. 

Anything else that may arise prior to this meeting. 

Cost to spray foam insulate pole building - $16,500.

The following is a breakdown of what each district would contribute to this:

Loomis Sewer           $    990.00

Swan Lake Sewer     $ 5,940.00

Young’s Hill Sewer     $   165.00

Infirmary Sewer          $   825.00

Loomis Water             $   495.00

Ferndale Water         $ 3,135.00

Stevensville Water    $ 3,630.00

W.S.S. Water            $    825.00

Indian Lake Water    $    165.00 

Cold Spring Water    $    165.00 

            Route 55 Water           $    165.00

            Total                          $ 16,500.00

            Tabled until the next meeting 10/17/16

             CEO

       No Report Submitted
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PARKS & RECREATION

We held an under the lights game for the Liberty Warriors youth football and cheerleading program at the 
elementary               ballfield.  We had a tremendous turn out from the community and heard a lot of positive 
feedback about the program.  The school was very supportive also and really helped us out.

Matt Dewitt has agreed to help with the Hanofee Ballfield again.  We have started getting quotes on 
replacing the fence and will hopefully start on the infield this fall.

We are currently holding registration for our fall programs.  Attached is our flyer.

We have enough park staffing to keep the park gates open through October.  We will try and keep the water 
on as long as possible.

We are continuing to do trail maintenance at both parks.  

We are taking the seniors from the Liberty Senior Center for a day trip to the Racino on October 4th.

We have been setting everything up for our Halloween Parade which will be held October 29th and 12pm.  
The C.A.C.H.E. Agency is going to join us and sponsor a Trunk or Treat during the event and one of their 
employees is going to DJ for us.

      DCO

2 dogs at kennel
3 redeemed dogs

Proposed Schedule of Fees

Licensing:
Spayed / Neutered $7.50 increased to $10.00
Unspayed / Unneutered $15.50 No Change
Seniors (60 and over) exempt from local fee of $5.00 No Change
Purebred License No Change
1-10 dogs $25.00
11-25 dogs $50.00
Over 25 dogs $100.00

**An additional fee of $3.00 for each dog over 4 months that is unspayed / unneutered
   Replacement tags $3.00 change to $5.00
   Surrender fee $100.00
   Impound fee (seizure) First offense $40.00 change to $75.00
   Each subsequent offense within 12 months change to $150.00
   Boarding fees $15.00 per day change to $25.00
   Adoption fee $50.00 change to $50.00 plus mandatory spay / neuter fee at adopter’s expense prior to 

transfer

2016- 225  APPROVAL OF SCHEDULE OF FEES FOR DOG CONTROL & LICENSING

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby approve the following fee schedule for dog control and 
licensing.

Spayed / Neutered $10.00
Unspayed / Unneutered $15.50 
Seniors (60 and over) exempt from local fee of $5.00
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Purebred License No Change
1-10 dogs $25.00
11-25 dogs $50.00
Over 25 dogs $100.00

**An additional fee of $3.00 for each dog over 4 months that is unspayed / unneutered
   Replacement tags $5.00
   Surrender fee $100.00
   Impound fee (seizure) First offense $75.00
   Each subsequent offense within 12 months $150.00
   Boarding fees $25.00 per day 
   Adoption fee $50.00 plus mandatory spay / neuter fee at adopter’s expense prior to transfer

             Motion:         Councilperson Vincent McPhillips 
Seconded:   Councilperson Brian McPhillips
5 AYES 
TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR

      Licenses:

      Marriage Licenses   7

     Marriage Certificates                4

  Building Permits (Collection of $)               43

  Dog Licenses               37

  Replacement Tags    0

  Purebred Licenses    1

  Redeemed Dog                    1

  Boarding Fees    0

  Exempt Dogs    0

 Reimbursement of Expenses    0

  Photo Copies                 3

 Postage    0 

  EZ Pass                 2 

 Road Access Permit     0

  Conservation  23

 Returned Check Fee    0

 Peddlers License    0

 FINANCE

Submitted payment request to EFC for Loomis Sewer Phase II totaling $255,965.90 Total requested and 
received to date is $1,029,700.51.
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Met with Department Heads regarding their 2017 Tentative Budget

Made changes to 2017 Tentative Budget according to Town Board discussions

Began calculating the effect on sewer units and charges by changing the minimum usage

Contacted NYSEG regarding Presidential Estates, lights out on State Route 52 and obtaining an inventory 
list of the street lights

All other daily duties and responsibilities

COURT

V&T Received 546

V&T Appearances 180

Criminal Appearances 253

Ordinance Appearances     7

Civil Appearances   11

Total Fines Collected $65,257.00

Total Fines to Town Not available
Total Fines to Village Not available

RECOGNIZE THE PUBLIC

Rich Winters from Delaware River Solar presented the Board with a Host Community Benefit 
Agreement, (HCBA), which would include provisions for PILOT payments. This presentation is also 
being given to the School District and the County.

BUSINESS

2016-226  APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Town Board approved the following minutes with changes.

 9/9/16          Public Hearing
 9/16/16          Regular Monthly Meeting
 9/22/16          Surplus Equipment Bid

             Motion:        Councilperson Dean Farrand 
Seconded:   Councilperson Russell Reeves
5 AYES 

2016-227  AUTHORIZATION OF CAPITAL RESERVE RESOLUTION IN AMOUNT UP TO $6,500 
FROM THE PARK CAPITAL FUND FOR HANOFEE PARK POOL PROJECTS

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby authorize the Town Attorney to draw up a Capital 
Reserve Resolution from the Park Capital Fund in the amount up to $6,500.00 to pay for replacement 
and installation of a hair strainer, butterfly valve, and general water line repairs at the Hanofee Park 
Pool.

             Motion:         Councilperson Brian McPhillips 
Seconded:   Councilperson Dean Farrand
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5 AYES 

2016-228  AUTHORIZE THE SUBMISSION & ADMINISTRATION OF GRANT THROUGH JCAP 
OFFICE OF COURT ADMINISTRATION

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby authorize the submission and administration of a 
grant application through the 2016-17 Justice Court Assistance Program of the State of New York, 
Office of Court Administration, for funding in the amount of $30,000.

          Motion by Councilperson Dean Farrand
          Seconded by Councilperson Brian McPhillips
          5 AYES 

2016-229  AWARD OF BID FOR P&R 1999 PARKE 18’ LANDSCAPE TRAILER 

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby approve the low bid for the P&R Parke 18’ 
Landscape Trailer submitted by Travis O’Dell in the amount of $726.00.

             Motion:         Supervisor Charles Barbuti 
Seconded:   Councilperson Brian McPhillips

             5 AYES 

2016-230  APPOINTMENT OF MARK BLAUER AS LABOR STANDARDS OFFICER FOR ALL 
GRANTS SUBJECT TO NEW YORK STATE HOMES & COMMUNITY RENEWAL REVIEW

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby appoint Mark Blauer as Labor Standards Officer 
for all grants subject to New York State Homes and Community Renewal Review.

           Motion by Supervisor Charlie Barbuti
           Seconded by Councilperson Russell Reeves
           5 AYES 

MOTION WAS MADE BY SUPERVISOR BARBUTI TO HAVE A TOWN POLICY ENACTED 
WHEREBY NO CANDY WOULD BE THROWN FROM VEHICLES OR FLOATS DURING PARADES. 

           No Second 
           Not Approved

2016-231  SET PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE 2017 PRELIMINARY BUDGET

The Town Board of the Town of Liberty does hereby set a Public Hearings for October 17, 2016 at the 
Town Hall, 120 North Main St., Liberty, NY for the 2017 Preliminary Budget.

 6:30 P.M.          LOOMIS SEWER DISTRICT EXTENSION
 6:35 P.M.          YOUNGS HILL SEWER DISTRICT
 6:40 P.M.           INFIRMARY ROAD SEWER DISTRICT
 6:45 P.M.           SWAN LAKE-BRISCOE CONSOLIDATED SEWER DISTRICT
 6:50 P.M.           2017 TOWN OF LIBERTY PRELIMINARY BUDGET

           Motion by  Councilperson Dean Farrand
           Seconded by Councilperson Brian McPhillips
           5 AYES 

OLD BUSINESS
1. Town Hall Department relocations to 119 North Main Street

 The Town Board is further reviewing the expenses of moving the Code Enforcement 
Officer and Assessor to the Parks & Recreation Building. Expenses including the fiber 
optic line and the moving or purchasing of a new server.
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2. New Town Code for Solar installations will be discussed further at the Department Head 
meeting on 11/7/16.

ADJOURN 6:54 p.m. 

Motion: Councilperson Russell Reeves
Second: Councilperson Dean Farrand
5 AYES


